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QUE ZON City Mayor Jose �na Bel monte has re newed her call to res i dents to strictly fol low 
health pro to cols to help pre vent the virus from spread ing amid the rise in the num ber of 
coro n avirus dis ease 2019 (Covid-19) cases in re cent days.
“Keep in mind that we are all re spon si ble for our health and the health of oth ers around us, 
par tic u larly our fam ily, friends, and loved ones,” Bel monte said.
“So, we must act re spon si bly by obey ing all health pro to cols so we can have a safe and 
happy Christ mas cel e bra tion de spite the pan demic,” she added.
Based on the lat est re port from OCTA Re search, Bel monte has noted the spike in the av er -
age num ber of daily cases.
From an av er age of around 90 cases per day from De cem ber 9 to 15, the num ber rose to 
more than 120 cases per day from De cem ber 16 to 21, based on case re ports from the 
Depart ment of Health.
Dr. Rolly Cruz, head of the City Epi demi ol ogy and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit noted the in -
crease in the city’s re pro duc tion num ber (R-naught), which in di cates how con ta gious the 
in fec tious dis ease, to 1.54 on De cem ber 20 from 1.50 three days ear lier.
The city started the month with R- naught of 0.92. From an av er age of just 0.79 in Novem -
ber, the city’s av er age R- naught this month is 1.13, far from the ideal num ber of 0.50 set by 
the World Health Or ga ni za tion (WHO).
When it comes to the pos i tiv ity rate, Cruz said the city cur rently had an av er age of 8 per -
cent from De cem ber 14 to 20, up from the 6 per cent that was recorded from De cem ber 7 to 
13.
Be fore this, the city achieved a pos i tiv ity rate of 5 per cent in three straight weeks from 
Novem ber 16 to De cem ber 6. The WHO rec om mends a pos i tiv ity rate of be low 5 per cent. 
Mean while, the city gov ern ment con ducted an av er age of 2,197 tests per day from De cem -
ber 14 to 20, higher than the av er age of 2,102 the pre vi ous week.
Joseph Juico, head of QC Task Force on Covid-19, said the city gov ern ment has boosted its 
con tact trac ing ca pa bil ity to 1:24, mean ing it could quickly trace more peo ple who had 
close in ter ac tion with pos si ble or con �rmed Covid-19 cases.
The city o�  cials said the lo cal gov ern ment is pre pared for a spike in cases but cit i zens 
should do their share by tak ing the nec es sary safety pre cau tions, es pe cially dur ing the 
holidays.
It should be noted that the city’s �rst Spe cial Con cern Area Lock down oc curred af ter the 
in dex case, an em ployee work ing in Pasay, con tam i nated 19 oth ers in a so cial gath er ing in 
Barangay Tan dang Sora.
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