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The Que zon City gov ern ment is � nal iz ing its talks with Bri tish phar ma ceu ti cal com pany
As traZeneca for the pur chase of an ini tial 750,000 doses of its COVID-19 vac cine.
The city coun cil ap proved a res o lu tion au tho riz ing Mayor Joy Bel monte to en ter into a tri -
par tite agree ment with the na tional gov ern ment and As traZeneca for the ad vance pur -
chase of the vac cines.
“We are ready to pur chase. Af ter im ple ment ing our test, iso late, and treat strat egy, vac ci -
na tion is our game plan now. This free vac ci na tion pro gram will de�  nitely com plete our
e� orts against this deadly virus,” Bel monte said.
Bel monte said the city’s plan to pro cure the vac cine is not in con �ict with the Depart ment
of Health state ment say ing only the na tional gov ern ment can pur chase vac cines.
Through the tri par tite agree ment setup, Bel monte said the na tional gov ern ment will pro -
cure in be half of the lo cal gov ern ment unit (LGU), which will pro vide funds for the vac -
cines.
“The LGU is not au tho rized to pro cure, only the na tional gov ern ment is al lowed be cause
these are the terms of an emer gency use agree ment,” she said in a sep a rate mes sage to
The STAR. “So the pharma al lo cates what it can to LGUs that sig nify in tent.”
Bel monte said this lo cally funded al lo ca tion will be over and above the vac cines ear marked
for the LGU by the na tional gov ern ment.
The city ear lier said that it has al lo cated an ini tial P1 bil lion in its 2021 bud get to pur chase
vac cines and sup plies needed for the in oc u la tion. Part of this bud get will be used for the
ini tial pur chase of As traZeneca’s al lo cated vac cine for Que zon City.
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