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THE ci ties of Que zon, Caloocan and Navotas ear marked more than P2 bil lion for the pur chase of coro n avirus
dis ease 2019 (Covid-19) vac cines that will be used to vac ci nate res i dents.
Mayor Jose �na Bel monte said an ini tial P1 bil lion was al lo cated to pur chase Covid-19 vac cines and other
inoc u la tion sup plies.
The City Coun cil on Wed nes day al lowed the mayor to en ter into a tri par tite agree ment with the na tional gov -
ern ment and a phar ma ceu ti cal com pany to en sure the ad vance pro cure ment of vac cines.
“With the coun cil res o lu tion, we will soon � nal ize the tri par tite part ner ship and be gin the process of pri or i -
tiz ing our most vul ner a ble cit i zens,” Bel monte said.
She told The Manila Times that the bud get could go even higher de pend ing on the cost and sup ply of the vac -
cines, among other fac tors.
“As soon as we have rolled out this vac ci na tion pro gram, we will de�  nitely pre pare for the next dis tri bu tion
and bud get,” Bel monte said.
She added that the city gov ern ment was � nal iz ing the pro cure ment of an ini tial 750,000 doses of the Covid-
19 vac cine from a rep utable phar ma ceu ti cal �rm.
The city’s 10,000 health work ers, 300,000 se nior cit i zens, 20,000 per sons with dis abil i ties and other pri or ity
sec tors, as rec om mended by the World Health Or ga ni za tion, would be the �rst to re ceive the Covid-19 vac -
cines, she said.
Mean while, Mayor Os car Malap i tan said Caloocan City’s Sang gu ni ang Pan lun sod (City Coun cil) led by Vice
Mayor Macario Asis tio 3rd has ap proved the re lease of P125 mil lion for the pur chase of ini tial batch of Covid-
19 vac cines.
Malap i tan said the city is will ing to � nance the vac cine pro cure ment amount ing to P1 bil lion through a loan
agree ment.
Caloocan City’s 1.7 mil lion res i dents will re ceive the vac cine for free.
In Navotas, Mayor To bias Tiangco said the City Coun cil had ap proved the re lease of an ini tial P20 mil lion to
pur chase Covid-19 vac cines.
He noted that the funds were sourced from the city’s Disas ter Risk Re duc tion and Man age ment.
Mean time, Tiangco ap pealed to the na tional gov ern ment and the pri vate sec tor for as sis tance to in crease the
lo cal gov ern ment unit’s vac cine pro cure ment bud get in or der to in oc u late all res i dents.
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