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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte said there is no ba sis to de clare a lock down in any part of
the city af ter the coun try recorded its �rst case of the more con ta gious United King dom
vari ant of COVID-19 from a res i dent who re cently trav elled to United Arab Emi rates.
Bel monte said the pa tient, a 29-year-old real es tate agent from Barangay Kamuning, im -
me di ately went on quar an tine and did not set foot in the com mu nity upon his re turn to the
coun try last Jan. 7.
“As per pro to col, he was ad mit ted to a quar an tine ho tel in Manila, where he and his part -
ner were tested,” she said in a press brie� ng yes ter day. “This per son did not set foot in the
com mu nity. He did not go home and min gle with any one from Barangay Kamuning. He
went di rectly to the iso la tion fa cil ity.”
Based on the pol icy set by the city govern ment, spe cial con cern lock downs are im ple -
mented in high-den sity ar eas such as com pounds where com mu nity trans mis sion is
recorded.
“It seems to me that the virus ap pears to have been ac quired abroad. Since the in dex case
did not set foot in the barangay, it is very un likely that he in fected his neigh bors. There is
no ba sis yet to de clare a lock down there,” the mayor added in Filipino.
The pa tient and his girl friend went to UAE last Dec. 27 for a busi ness meet ing. They were
neg a tive for COVID-19 in tests con ducted in Manila be fore they left and in Dubai upon their
ar rival.
They re turned to the Philip pines last Jan. 7 and pro ceeded to a quar an tine ho tel in Manila.
When the man tested pos i tive for the virus, the barangay health emer gency re sponse team
of Barangay Kamuning pro vided him with as sis tance and trans ferred him to the iso la tion
fa cil ity in Que zon City, as per pro to col.
While the barangay and iso la tion fa cil ity sta� were ex pected to have fol lowed safety
protocols through out the pro cesses, they were nev er the less asked to iso late and un der -
went test ing to en sure that they did not ac quire the virus.
City epi demi ol ogy and sur veil lance unit head Rolly Cruz said the pa tient is do ing well and
is tak ing an tibi otics af ter he was di ag nosed with pneu mo nia.
“He was wor ried when we told him that he had the new vari ant. He asked if he needs to
take other med i ca tions but we told him to just con tinue with the an tibi otics,” he said in
Filipino.
“He no longer has cough and can speak well now. We have doc tors, nurses and per son nel
(mon i tor ing his con di tion) in our Hope fa cil ity,” he added, re fer ring to the iso la tion fa cil -
ity es tab lished by the city govern ment.
The pa tient’s girl friend, mean while, was ini tially al lowed to �n ish her 14-day quar an tine
at home since she tested neg a tive and lives alone in her house.
Cruz said they trans ferred her to an iso la tion fa cil ity on Wed nes day night upon con �r ma -
tion that her part ner had ac quired the UK vari ant.
O�  cials are cur rently await ing her test re sults to make sure that she was not in fected.
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