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DEPART MENT of Health (DOH) Sec re tary Fran cisco Duque III on Thurs day, Jan uary 14,
2021, said the cur rent com mu nity quar an tine clas si � ca tions will re main de spite the de tec -
tion of the highly con ta gious B.1.1.7 Sars-cov-2 vari ant in the coun try.
He said any changes would de pend on data an a lyt ics and rec om men da tions of ex perts to
the In ter a gency Task Force (IATF) for the Man age ment of Emerg ing In fec tious Dis eases.
The IATF is set to meet Thurs day night to dis cuss de vel op ments re lated to the �rst B.1.1.7
case in the coun try.
Duque said, how ever, that he will rec om mend the in clu sion of the United Arab Emi rates
(UAE) in the list of coun tries cov ered by travel re stric tions un til Jan uary 15.
The �rst B.1.1.7 case, a 29-year-old Filipino male from Ka muning in Que zon City, went on
a busi ness trip to Dubai in the UAE on De cem ber 27, 2020. He re turned to the Philip pines
via Emi rates EK 332 on Jan uary 7.
Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte, in a tele vi sion interview, said 10 other Que zon City res i -
dents were on the same �ight. Con tact trac ing is on go ing.
The UAE is not among the 32 coun tries cur rently cov ered by the re stric tions. For eign trav -
el ers from these coun tries are pro hib ited from en ter ing the Philip pines while Filipino
trav el ers may en ter but will be re quired to un dergo fa cil ity-based quar an tine for 14 days.
As of Thurs day, the list in cludes the United King dom, United States, Por tu gal, In dia, Fin -
land, Nor way, Jor dan, Brazil, Den mark, Ire land, Ja pan, Aus tralia, Is rael, The Nether lands,
Hong Kong, Switzer land, France, Ger many, Ice land, Italy, Le banon, Sin ga pore, Sweden,
South Korea, South Africa, Canada, Spain, Aus tria, China, Lux em bourg, Oman, Pak istan
and Ja maica.
Dur ing the Lag ing Handa brie� ng Thurs day, Duque said the coun try is not “de fense less”
against the new vari ant be cause health pro to cols are in place.
The gov ern ment re quires all cit i zens to com ply with the min i mum pub lic health stan -
dards, which in clude proper wear ing of face masks and face shields, and phys i cal dis tanc -
ing.
Duque also urged the pub lic to avoid crowded and en closed spa ces.
He en cour aged lo cal gov ern ment units to strengthen anti-coved e� orts such as early de -
tec tion, ag gres sive con tact trac ing, and iso la tion of sus pected and prob a ble cases.
DOH Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire, in a tele vi sion interview, said the rec om men -
da tion to im pose travel re stric tions on UAE is a proac tive mea sure to en sure that the
health care sys tem is pre pared for a spike in B.1.17 cases.
“This is the rec om men da tion of our ex perts for us to buy time to an a lyze this case, de ter -
mine other in di vid u als a� ected by this vari ant and pre pare our health care sys tem kung
may makita tay ong pag taas ng kaso,” she said.
Bel monte, mean while, said there is no need to place Barangay Ka muning on lock down.
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The pa tient and his girl friend had gone straight to a ho tel for the manda tory 14day quar -
an tine from the Ni noy Aquino In ter na tional Air port Ter mi nal 3.
He was found pos i tive for the virus on Jan uary 8, di ag nosed with pneu mo nia and brought
to a quar an tine fa cil ity in Que zon City.
The girl friend tested neg a tive for Sars-cov-2. She is un der strict quar an tine.
Bel monte said Ka muning has one of the low est num bers of in fec tion in Que zon City.
“Since hindi na man luma pag sa barangay, hindi na man siya umuwi at ‘di pa lumal abas
'yung re sulta ng BHERT (barangay health emer gency re sponse teams) na pos i tive sila, al -
though quar an tined na sila ngayon, wala pa tay ong sapat na batayan na i-lock down 'yung
Barangay Ka muning," Bel monte said in a tele vi sion interview.
She said they have im me di ately con ducted con tact trac ing of the di rect con tacts of the pa -
tients in clud ing the barangay health work ers who fa cil i tated his trans fer to the quar an tine
fa cil ity. They have been tested and have gone into iso la tion./ Suns tar Philip pines


