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Res i dents of Ka muning, Que zon City are re port edly ex pe ri enc ing dis crim i na tion from the
pub lic fol low ing con �r ma tion that the �rst case of the UK coro n avirus dis ease (Covid-19)
vari ant was a res i dent in the area.
In the Lag ing Handa brie� ng, Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte as sured that the city gov -
ern ment is work ing dou ble time to lo cate all the in di vid u als who have close con tact with
the pa tient of the new UK Covid vari ant.
“First, I felt sad when the DoH (De part ment of Health) came to our city right after they
found out that this pa tient was pos i tive for the UK vari ant. What we wanted is a com mu ni -
ca tions plan be cause we do not want this to cause panic es pe cially to the res i dents,” Bel -
monte said.
She clar i �ed that the pa tient did not go home and was im me di ately trans ferred to the
quar an tine fa cil ity.
“Be cause it was pre ma turely re ported that he was from Ka muning without de scrib ing the
cir cum stance around his case. It was not in di cated that he was not in the barangay. And
be cause of that, this has caused a lot of panic, mas sive panic ac tu ally in the barangay to the
point that the res i dents of Barangay Ka muning are be ing dis crim i nated,” she added.
Ac cord ing to Bel monte, a num ber of res i dents were ad vised by their em ploy ers not to re -
port for work.
“Peo ple don’t want to go to the mar ket, gro ceries be cause of the fear. And I think that this
is be cause again of mis in for ma tion, prob a bly a lot of in for ma tion, prob a bly pre ma ture in -
form ing of the pub lic without proper guid ance,” she noted.
It was the DoH who con �rmed that the �rst case of UK Covid vari ant was from Ka muning.
“We should an tic i pate the con se quences so that we can avoid panic that is un nec es sary. We
can avoid out comes like dis crim i na tion, which again, is not called for or has no ba sis,” she
noted.
Bel monte noted that at least 143 in di vid u als who are con sid ered as �rst-gen er a tion con -
tacts were al ready traced.
“So, those con sid ered as �rst and sec ond gen er a tion con tacts, in clud ing pas sen gers who
were from Que zon City, the health work ers, in clud ing mem bers of BHERT who as sisted the
pa tient from the ho tel to quar an tine fa cil ity and iso la tion fa cil ity where he is now stay ing,
they were all tested,” he said.
Bel monte added that more than half of the close con tacts of the pa tients were al ready
swabbed and are cur rently be ing quar an tined.
She noted that only one of the eight pas sen gers who were with the same �ight with the pa -
tient is still be ing lo cated.
“So, out of the eight pas sen gers who are from Que zon City, seven were al ready con tact
traced, and only one is still miss ing as the con tact de tails were not ac cu rate, there is one
in di vid ual that is miss ing,” she noted.
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Ac cord ing to Bel monte, the lo cal gov ern ment is now await ing the re sult of the swab tests
con ducted on the close con tacts of the �rst UK vari ant pa tient.
“His girl friend was also swabbed and she is now in the iso la tion fa cil ity. Again, we are still
wait ing for the re sults to come out,” she added. Bel monte said that the �rst UK vari ant pa -
tient is now re cu per at ing. “I would like to as sure the res i dents of Que zon City that we are
ramp ing up test ing; we are ramp ing up sur veil lance; we are ramp ing up our con tact trac -
ing. The city gov ern ment is not re miss in its du ties. We acted im me di ately,” she stressed.

Public User
Highlight


