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THE Que zon City (QC) Gov ern ment an nounced on Fri day, Jan uary 22, 2021, that the lat est swab test con -
ducted on the 29-year-old man who tested pos i tive for the Sars-cov-2 vari ant B.1.1.7 has yielded neg a tive
re sults.
The pa tient, how ever, re mains in a quar an tine fa cil ity. As sess ment is be ing con ducted to de ter mine
whether he may be re leased. The City Gov ern ment said the pa tient will re main un der close health mon i tor -
ing in the next two weeks.
It warned the pub lic not to dis crim i nate against the pa tient, who is a res i dent of Barangay Ka muning in
Que zon City.
“We also warn the com mu nity against dis crim i na tion as do ing so is pun ish able un der our ex ist ing anti-
dis crim i na tion or di nance,” the City Gov ern ment stated.
The pa tient ar rived from Dubai via Emi rates �ight EK332 on Jan uary 7, to gether with his part ner.
His part ner, his mother, 11 fel low pas sen gers and a health worker have also tested pos i tive for Sars-cov-2.
Genome se quenc ing is be ing con ducted to de ter mine whether the 14 other peo ple have also con tracted the
B.1.1.7 vari ant, which was �rst de tected in Eng land.
This vari ant, as well as other other new vari ants of Sars-cov-2, have been re ported to be more trans mis si -
ble, but do not nec es sar ily lead to a more se vere form of coro n avirus disease 2019 (Covid-19)./ Sun star
Philip pines
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