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QUE ZON City Mayor Jose �na Bel monte wants the lo cal po lice to aug ment se cu rity in ho tels serv ing as
quar an tine fa cil i ties to make sure that those un der quar an tine will not sneak out and pose danger to com -
mu ni ties.
She stressed the need to tighten en force ment of health pro to cols af ter the De part ment of Health (DoH)
con �rmed that the new coro n avirus vari ant �rst seen in the United King dom had been seen in Bon toc,
Moun tain Province and other ar eas.
“With the law men as signed out side these es tab lish ments, we can pre vent re turn ing Filipinos from leav ing
with out �n ish ing the gov ern ment-man dated quar an tine pe riod,” she said.
“Now that the DoH con �rmed the pres ence of the new strain in sev eral places of the coun try, the more we
need to dou ble our e� orts in pre vent ing the spread of the virus,” Bel monte added.
Que zon City has in ten si �ed the in spec tion of ho tels and other es tab lish ments to make sure these are fol -
low ing health and safety pro to cols.
“We are leav ing no stone un turned to guar an tee that ev ery ho tel op er at ing in the city is im ple ment ing the
health and safety guide lines to the let ter,” Tetta Tirona, ac tion o�  cer of the Que zon City Tourism De part -
ment, said.
Based on na tional and lo cal health and safety guide lines, only four- and �ve-star ho tels ac cred ited by the
De part ment of Tourism may ac cept “stay ca tion” guests.
The rest of the ho tels and other sim i lar es tab lish ments are only al lowed to ac cept long-term book ings and
health care work ers for ac com mo da tion near their work place.
Dur ing their mon i tor ing on Jan uary 18, Tirona said three of the �ve es tab lish ments they vis ited have strin -
gent quar an tine pro to cols.
The City Epi demi ol ogy and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit (CESU), mean while, re quired ho tels to sub mit a list of
re turn ing for eign work ers (RFWs) and over seas Filipino work ers (OFWs) stay ing with them on a daily ba -
sis.
All RFWs and OFWs stay ing in ho tels were re quired to �n ish the 14-day quar an tine be fore they will be al -
lowed to go home, re gard less if they test pos i tive or neg a tive for thw coro n avirus, CESU head Dr. Rolando
Cruz said.
“We will not al low them to go home or con tinue their quar an tine at home. It is part of our pro to col to en -
sure the safety of ev ery one,” he added.
Mean while, Bel monte an nounced that the city’s �rst pa tient with the B117 vari ant had re cov ered. The male
res i dent was al lowed to go home af ter he tested neg a tive for the virus.
His mother and girl friend have also tested neg a tive for the UK vari ant.
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