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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day as sured the fac ulty and sta� of the Uni ver sity of the Philip pines
(UP) of the city gov ern ment’s sup port for aca demic free dom amid con cerns over the uni lat eral ab ro ga tion
of an agree ment pre vent ing un co or di nated en try of mil i tary per son nel in its cam puses.
“I was a lec turer at the UP be fore, and I know how im por tant aca demic free dom is in an ed u ca tional in sti -
tu tion. True learn ing will only hap pen in an en vi ron ment where there is a free dis course of ideas by all
mem bers of the com mu nity,” said Bel monte.
“In Que zon City, aca demic free dom will al ways be pro tected and up held,” she added.
Bel monte, who has post grad u ate de grees in Ar chae ol ogy and Mu seum Stud ies, pre vi ously taught masters’
stu dents at the UP Ar chae o log i cal Stud ies Pro gram.
For his part, Rafael Calin isan of the Que zon City Peo ple’s Law En force ment Board said any abu sive con duct
by po lice o�  cers – whether in side or out side the uni ver sity – will be dealt with ac cord ingly.
“We pledge that dis ci plinary ac tion awaits pos si ble abu sive con duct by po lice men in side the UP Dil i man
cam pus,” he said.
“Please be re minded that we all live in a democ racy where ba sic free doms, in clud ing aca demic free dom,
must be up held,” added Calin isan.
UP has an ex ist ing agree ment with the De part ment of the In te rior and Lo cal Gov ern ment (DILG), which
pro hibits po lice per son nel from en ter ing the cam pus with out co or di na tion.
The DILG said it will also re view the agree ment fol low ing the de ci sion of De fense Sec re tary Del�n Loren -
zana to ab ro gate their sim i lar ac cord with the uni ver sity.
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