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If you are an ed u ca tor of chil dren with spe cial needs, it could be more de mand ing than
teach ing nor mal chil dren. Be ing a teacher of a spe cial child, you should also know how to
deal with their par ents. It is equally im por tant to know how to work with their guardians …
it is im por tant to teach the kids.
Work ing with the par ents of chil dren with spe cial needs is not a sim ple job. It comes with
many chal lenges that need to be ad dressed; other wise, your job can be at stake. Be low are
some tips that will help you in know ing how to deal with them.
“Open Doors of Com mu ni ca tion”
A teacher is the only source for par ents to look into the daily school ac tiv i ties and per for -
mance of their child. The role of a teacher be comes more sig ni�  cant for chil dren with spe -
cial needs.
“Never Start a Dis cus sion with Com plaints”
Al ways start the com mu ni ca tion with a greet ing and never for get to praise their child. Tell
them how ex tra or di nary their child is, as every par ent loves to lis ten to their child be ing
praised. Al ways re mem ber never to start a dis cus sion with com plaints. Be ing a suc cess ful
teacher, you can also ini ti ate the con ver sa tion with a funny short story about their child.
“Never Crit i cize the Be hav ior of a Child”
Be ing a teacher, you should never crit i cize the be hav ior of a child. It not only makes the
child feel em bar rassed but also makes the par ents feel un com fort able and self-con scious.
“Never Di rectly Ask For Med i ca tion”
Be ing an ed u ca tor of a spe cial child, never ask their par ents di rectly to give their chil dren
any kind of med i ca tion, even if you think it is es sen tial. It can make them wor ried and con -
fused.
“Avoid Stereo typ ing”
Every child is di� er ent, with their own needs, and they need to be dealt with in their own
way. Never make fun of a child’s dis abil ity or use in ap pro pri ate lan guage. This can hurt the
feel ings of both the chil dren and par ents.
“Avoid La bel ing”
A teacher should avoid la bel ing a child. Teach ers who deal with spe cial chil dren usu ally
have an un der stand ing of the most com mon dis abil i ties among the chil dren; there fore,
they should avoid la bel ing a child. Var i ous dis abil i ties among chil dren have com mon traits.
Never try to di ag nose a child.
Every child is di� er ent. Your job as an ed u ca tor of these spe cial chil dren comes with more
re spon si bil ity and ded i ca tion. Spe cial needs are a broader term, and most of the time, the
par ent seeks pro fes sional sup port from the teach ers.
Teach ers, while deal ing with par ents hav ing spe cial chil dren, should stay pa tient and open
the doors of com mu ni ca tion to avoid mis un der stand ing. They should be en cour aged to
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share every pos si ble de tail with them right from the start. Avoid stereo typ ing and never
pre scribe med i ca tion. It would hurt the feel ings of both the par ents and their chil dren with
spe cial needs.
--oOo-
The au thor is Teacher II at San Pe dro Ele men tary School, Sas muan District,
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