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The Que zon City govern ment is in talks with other phar ma ceu ti cal com pa nies for the pur -
chase of ad di tional COVID-19 vac cines, Mayor Joy Bel monte said yes ter day.
Bel monte said they are eye ing to pro cure more vac cines from other sources, in clud ing No -
vavax and Janssen by John son & John son.
The lo cal govern ment has se cured 1.1 mil lion doses of COVID-19 vac cine from Bri tish-
Swedish drug man u fac turer As traZeneca.
“As traZeneca as sured us that there would be no prob lem with the de liv ery of the vac cines.
We stand by the word of the com pany. If there will be prob lems, it is their duty to in form us
as stip u lated in the con tract,” Bel monte said dur ing the Kapi han sa Manila Bay fo rum.
Que zon City has al lot ted P1 bil lion for the pro cure ment of COVID-19 vac cines.
“We have the bud get, we have been seek ing out all phar ma ceu ti cal com pa nies. La hat ng
vac cine man u fac tur ers ki nakausap namin,” Bel monte said.
Ear lier, Pres i dent Duterte said the Eu ro pean Union is hold ing COVID-19 vac cines hostage,
par tic u larly those made by As traZeneca.
Bel monte said while Que zon City has signed a tri par tite agree ment with As traZeneca and
the na tional govern ment for the vac cine pro cure ment, no pay ment has been made.
She said the pol icy that would al low lo cal gov ern ments to make 20-per cent down pay ment
is still be ing dis cussed.
“Kung hindi mag-com ply sa agree ment, the con tract would not be con sum mated,” Bel -
monte said.
Other lo cal govern ment units in Metro Manila are ex pect ing to re ceive vac cines from As -
traZeneca by July.
Que zon City’s vac ci na tion plan has been ap proved by the na tional govern ment’s CODE or
Co or di nated Op er a tions to De feat Epi demic.
The lo cal govern ment has part nered with Zuel lig Pharma for the im ple men ta tion of the
vac ci na tion pro gram.
Once the vac ci na tion has been rolled out, Bel monte said they ex pect to in oc u late 10,000
res i dents daily or 252,000 peo ple per month.
With 24 vac ci na tion sites in place, the city govern ment is ex pect ing to meet its �rst vac ci -
na tion tar get within seven months from the roll out.
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