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THREE may ors in Metro Manila are op posed to the im ple men ta tion of the child car seat
law be cause of the in con sis ten cies in its im ple ment ing rules and reg u la tions, which they
said could bur den lo cal gov ern ment ex ec u tives in the long term.
Valen zuela City Mayor Rex Gatchalian, Que zon City Mayor Jose �na Bel monte and Navotas
City Mayor Tobias Tiangco said in sep a rate in ter views that they would only ap prove the
full im ple men ta tion of Re pub lic Act 11229, or the “Child Safety in Mo tor Ve hi cles Act,” if
the gov ern ment could come up with the proper guide lines.
Gatchalian and Bel monte called for a thor ough re view of the mea sure. They said the Land
Trans porta tion O� ce (LTO) should have taken into con sid er a tion the di� er ent body sizes
of chil dren.
LTO Di rec tor Clarence Guinto ear lier apol o gized for say ing that fam i lies with big chil dren
should use big ger cars. The law calls for the in stal la tion of child car seats in pri vate ve hi -
cles for those aged 12 and below and those shorter than 4 feet and 11 inches.
Tiangco told The Manila Times that he would be le nient on those who would vi o late the car
seat law.
“In Navotas, we would not ar rest those who do not have car seats,” said Tiangco, a for mer
law maker.
Bel monte said the pub lic must be fully con sulted in or der to de ter mine if it is fea si ble or
not: “In Que zon City, we can en force it to the best of our abil ity, but they must �rst come
up with the proper guide lines as to how they would like us to im ple ment this since it’s a
na tional law and not a lo cal or di nance.”
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