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Res i dents of a com mu nity in River side, Barangay Com mon wealth in Que zon City will un -
dergo test ing for coro n avirus dis ease (COVID-19) a er a 35-year-old pa tient, who was
quar an tined in the area, was found in fected with the United King dom (UK) vari ant of the
virus.
The Que zon City gov ern ment made the an nounce ment early Thurs day when the City Epi -
demi ol ogy and Sur veil lance Unit (CESU) learned on Feb. 10 from the De part ment of Health
(DoH) that the male pa tient had the new virus vari ant a er his sam ple was sent to the
Philip pine Genome Cen ter.
The pa tient and his com pan ion, who was iso lated at the same apart ment, will be trans -
ferred to the city’s iso la tion fa cil ity, the lo cal gov ern ment added.
Mayor Joy Bel monte ex pressed dis ap point ment over the in ci dent, say ing: “It is un for tu -
nate that we learned about this only now.”
“We want to make sure that no body was in fected with COVID19, es pe cially by the much
more con ta gious B.1.1.7 vari ant. We are act ing very quickly to iso late the two and to con -
duct ex ten sive con tact trac ing and test ing in the area,” Bel monte said in a state ment.
Cit ing in for ma tion from the DoH, the lo cal gov ern ment said the pa tient was an Over seas
Filipino Worker (OFW) in Korea who re turned to the Philip pines in Au gust 2020. He hails
from Liloan, Cebu.
While pro cess ing his pa pers in Manila, he stayed in Parañaque City un til he tested pos i tive
for COVID-19.
The lo cal gov ern ment said the pa tient was quar an tined at an apart ment in Que zon City af -
ter his agency trans ferred him there. Pre vi ously, he was iso lated in a ho tel in Manila.
It is not yet clear if the apart ment where the pa tient was brought to is an au tho rized
COVID-19 fa cil ity.
Bel monte called out the pa tient’s agency for plac ing “an en tire com mu nity at risk by
bring ing a COVID-19 pos i tive pa tient to our city, con sid er ing that both their agency and
the quar an tine ho tel are in Manila.”
Bel monte plans to hold li able the agency for “not fol low ing health pro to cols.”
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