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Res i dents of Barangay Bagong Si lan gan in Que zon City have started reap ing the ben e �ts of ur ban farm ing.

Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day led the �rst har vest festival in the city’s Green land farm where at least 700
ki los of veg eta bles are ex pected to be har vested.
“Af ter 41 days, we are grate ful that the Green land farm is � nally hav ing its �rst har vest. It is worth cel e brat -
ing be cause it was made pos si ble through the col lec tive e� ort of the gov ern ment and the farm ers of Bagong
Si lan gan,” Bel monte, who chairs the city’s food se cu rity task force, said.
“The city will be their �rst mar ket as their pro duce will be used in our mo bile and com mu nity kitchen that
will feed the most vul ner a ble sec tors,” she added.
The city gov ern ment part nered with the De part ments of Agrar ian Re form and Agri cul ture for the es tab lish -
ment of the ur ban veg etable farm.
It is also im ple mented in part ner ship with the Tech ni cal Ed u ca tion and Skills De vel op ment Au thor ity, Bread
So ci ety In ter na tional and the barangay.
Once the en tire seven-hectare farm is fully uti lized, the city gov ern ment said the site is ex pected to pro duce
765 met ric tons of veg eta bles.
From an ini tial 70 farmer res i dents, the farm now has over 100 farm ers grow ing crops in the area.
Bel monte said the har vest festival, which fea tures ac tiv i ties such as booths and com pe ti tions, would con nect
the farm ers with pos si ble mar kets for their suc ceed ing har vests.
Hugh Ve lasco, task force co-chair man and head of the city’s sus tain able de vel op ment a� airs o� ce, com mit -
ted to sup port the farm ers by pro vid ing them with in puts and train ing in us ing agritech nol ogy and pest
man age ment.
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