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With sev eral schools now hold ing face-to-face classes, the Dubai Health Author ity (DHA) on Thurs day listed out 
some safety re minders for par ents. Dr Hend Al Awadhi, head of health pro mo tion and ed u ca tion at the DHA, 
called on par ents to strictly fol low all health in struc tions is sued by schools, as well as those de tailed in the 
authority’s guide book. Be low is an ex cerpt from the guide lines, high light ing some prac tices par ents must avoid.

1 Do Not send kids to school if they have symp toms
Parents must be aware of the signs and symptoms of Covid-19 and they should NOT send their child to school if 
they exhibit any symptoms (See graphic.) If the child starts developing any of these Covid-19 symptoms at home, 
he/she must re main at home and the parent must inform the school immediately. If needed, the parent must seek 
medical advice and request a PCR test before returning the child to school. If the result is negative, the parent can 
sent the child to school only after he/she is free of symptoms. Parents can submit the PCR test result and sick 
leave/attendance certi�cate upon the child’s return to school.
If the re sult is pos i tive, par ents should in form the school im me di ately. They should then fol low med i cal 
instructions and ad here to iso la tion pre cau tions.
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2 Check on their health be fore drop ping them o�
Par ents and com pan ions should ob serve chil dren for any signs and symp toms dur ing the jour ney to and from school, while in 
the car. If any signs and symp toms ap pear, the child must re turn home, seek med i cal ad vice and in form the school 
immediately. The par ent must ad here to the above pro ce dures depend ing on whether the test re sult is pos i tive or neg a tive.

3 Do Not put your child on the bus if he/she has symp toms
If signs and symptoms appear while riding the bus, the student should be seated in front and the school health and safety 
o�cer must take the child to the isolation room at school upon arrival. The school must inform the parent to take the child 
home. The school must also request the parents to seek immediate medical advice. Parents must cooperate with the school by 
taking the child immediately and they should fol low the med i cal in struc tions.

4 Keep your child at home if he/she has been in con tact with a pos i tive case
Don’t send your child to school if he/ she was in contact with a positive case. A close contact is any individual who was 
within a distance of 2 meters or less of a Covid-19 infected person for 15 minutes or more. If a child is identi�ed as a close 
contact, parents must inform the school and adhere to home quarantine for 10 days from the date of the last contact with the 
infected person.

5 Do Not send your child to par ties
Par ents must re frain from send ing their chil dren to big gath er ings, like birth day par ties, to min imise their chances of ex po sure 
to the Covid-19 virus.

6 Ed u cate your child on pre ven tive mea sures
It’s the par ent’s re spon si bil ity to make sure that their child is aware of vi tal in for ma tion re lated to Covid-19 such as, what the 
com mon symp toms are, and what pre cau tion ary mea sures they should take.

7 make sure they are wear ing masks
Stu dents above six years old should wear a face mask. Par ents must pro vide chil dren with an ad e quate num ber of masks and 
san i tiz ers wher ever they go.

8 Ensure kids have all the school supplies they need
Children must have su�cient school supplies, food and other essential items so they won’t have to borrow or share items 
with one another.

9 Pay at ten tion to your child’s men tal health
The world is currently facing a di�cult challenge where adults and children alike may experience fear, worry, and stress. 
Parents much speak to their children and be open and listen to them. They should give them reassurance and comfort.
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10 Follow all precautionary measures
Wear ing face masks, sani tis ing reg u larly and prac tic ing phys i cal dis tanc ing and all other safety mea sures are key to 
pre vent ing the spread of Covid-19.

Now that the UAE has reached the Red Planet, the Emi rates Mars Mis sion (EMM) team is mov ing towards its next 
big tar gets. And ac cord ing to the EMM’s lead sci en tist and the UAE’s Min is ter of State for Ad vanced Tech nol ogy, 
the next step is to en gage with the pri vate sec tor in de vel op ing the coun try’s space in dus try.
“The next big bet when it comes to the space sec tor in the UAE is trans fer ring a lot of the ex pe ri ences we have 
gained over the course of the last 15 years to the pri vate sec tor,” said the min is ter, Sarah Al Amiri, who also chairs 
the UAE Space Agency.
Addressing a global space forum on Thurs day, she said: “We aim to establish a vibrant space industry in the 
course of the next �ve years so we can have companies that are able to export space systems, space products and 
services. This is fundamental to enabling the UAE’s new space economy.” The minister also high lighted the 
importance of inter na tional part ner ships in ex plor ing space for the greater good of hu man ity.
Al Amiri was speak ing at a vir tual panel dis cus sion ‘In The New Space Age’, or gan ised by the Wash ing ton-based 
dig i tal me dia com pany The Hill, where other pan elists in cluded as tro nauts such as Nasa’s Jes sica Watkins, the 
UAE’s Haz zaa AlMan soori; space agency lead ers; and scientists from the US and the Mid dle East.
More than any thing, the suc cess of the UAE’s Mars mis sion has in spired space dreams and lit the spark in the 
minds of young Arabs, Al Amiri said. It has aimed to en cour age young sters to pur sue ca reers in sci ence.
“Our space programme over all was an experiment in transferring know-how, building experience in a sector that 
never existed. And inevitably, this is what you need when you are diversifying your economy. And it’s a means 
towards which you establish a sector, build experience, attract the right talent and create the right environment for 
that industry to �ourish,” she said.
Talk ing about the im por tance of em brac ing diver sity in sci ence,
Al Amiri high lighted the fact that the UAE is home to over 200 nationalities, who bring in with them di�erent 
perspectives that widen horizons. “It is the di�erences in our perspectives and the way we solve problems that 
makes science happen,” Al Amiri said. Our space programme overall was an experiment in transferring know-how, 
building ex pe ri ence in a sec tor that never ex isted.”
Sarah Al Amiri, Min is ter of State for Ad vanced Tech nol ogy




