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Two Philip pine cities — Que zon City and San Fernando City — have been cited for their waste re cy cling col lab -
o ra tion with in for mal waste pick ers that helped stymied poverty as re cy cling cre ates jobs in their lo cal i ties and
sup ports the re cov ery amid the eco nomic di�  cul ties dur ing the pan demic, ac cord ing to a global study on the
im pact of waste re cy cling by in for mal sec tor.
A new re port by the Global Al liance for In cin er a tor Al ter na tives (GAIA), re leased to day to mark the In ter na -
tional Waste Pick ers’ Day cel e bra tion, demon strates that by lo cal gov ern ments rec og niz ing the essen tial role
in for mal re cy clers al ready play and part ner ing with them, they can col lab o ra tively work to cre ate lo cal jobs
and pro vide bet ter re cy cling and com post ing ser vices.
In re la tion to that, the GAIA re ported that the job cre ation po ten tial for in clu sive re cy cling sys tems is es ti -
mated to be on av er age 321 jobs per 10,000 tons per year of re cy clables.
The World Bank es ti mates that be tween 88 and 115 mil lion peo ple will fall into ex treme poverty as a re sult of
the pan demic. The in for mal sec tor, rep re sent ing 60 per cent of the global work force, is par tic u larly vul ner a ble,
hav ing been a� ected to a greater ex tent by this pan demic than by any pre vi ous global cri sis.
“The work of waste pick ers of ten serves as a cush ion for ex treme poverty,” ac cord ing to the re port stress ing
that “In times of cri sis, in come from the sale of re cy clables helps com bat hunger in places out of the gov ern -
ment’s reach.”
In the Philip pines, the re port cited the Pay atas land �ll in Que zon City. The re port noted that Philip pines is a
coun try where 30 per cent of house holds, or around 7.6 mil lion, have su� ered from in vol un tary hunger in
2020.
Also men tioned in the re port is the City of San Fernando, which hired in for mal waste work ers to be part of
their zero waste sys tem, per form ing the tasks of col lec tion, street sweep ing, waste clas si � ca tion, and man -
age ment of the ma te ri als re cov ery fa cil ity. The city has sur passed the 80 per cent waste di ver sion rate from
land �ll, and pro vided salaries and bet ter work ing con di tions to con tracted work ers.
Be tween 12.6 and 56 mil lion peo ple work in the in for mal re cy cling sec tor, the re port said. Ac count ing for 19
per cent of mu nic i pal bud gets on av er age, waste man age ment is the sin gle largest ex pense of most mu nic i pal i -
ties in the Global South.
Ac cord ing to the re port, the per cent age of waste that is dis posed of in stead of use fully re cy cled or com posted
reaches up to 96 per cent in Latin Amer ica and the Caribbean, 93 per cent in sub Sa ha ran Africa, and 79 per cent
in South Asia.
Re cy cling rates achieved by the in for mal sec tor range from 20 to 50 per cent in China, Pak istan, In dia, and the
Philip pines; in for mal re cy clers col lect 90 per cent of what is re cy cled in Brazil and 80 to 90 per cent of post con -
sumer pack ag ing and pa per re cov ered in South Africa.
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