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The Philip pine Na tional Po lice (PNP) has launched a joint in ves ti ga tion by its Board of In quiry
to gether with the Philip pine Drug En force ment Agency as both the PDEA and the Que zon City
Po lice Dis trict claimed a le git i mate oper a tion that ended in a shootout last ing more than an
hour that left four dead – two QCPD mem bers, one PDEA op er a tive and an in for mant.

PNP chief Gen. De bold Si nas and PDEA direc tor general Wilkins Vil lanueva vowed that those
at fault would face the full force of the law.
“We can as sure our peo ple that there will be crim i nal and ad min is tra tive charges to be �led
against those in di vid u als found to have vi o lated the laws, rules and reg u la tions,” they said in
a joint state ment yes ter day.
The Se nate, House of Rep re sen ta tives and the Na tional Bureau of In ves ti ga tion (NBI) are also
sep a rately
into Wed nes day’s in ci dent at a pop u lar mall in Que zon City.
Based on the ini tial in for ma tion gath ered by in ves ti ga tors, the PDEA Spe cial En force ment
Ser vice (SES) and the Que zon City po lice Dis trict Spe cial Oper a tions Unit (DSOU) per son nel
had di� er ent tar gets as their re spec tive co or di na tion forms showed.
Ten DSOU o�  cers and seven from PDEA who were di rectly in volved in the shootout were
placed un der re stric tive cus tody while the in ves ti ga tion is on go ing.
Si nas said they also placed the po lice men un der re stric tive cus tody at the Crim i nal In ves ti ga -
tion and De tec tion Group, which was also tasked to probe the in ci dent on the part of the PNP.
“They are col lat ing the ev i dence and data. As of now, we could not see the en tire pic ture of
what re ally hap pened,” he added partly in Filipino, re fus ing to com ment on a two-page co or -
di na tion form which showed the DSOU co or di nated with PDEA a day be fore its ac tual oper a -
tion.
He noted that it would be pre ma ture for them to re lease other in for ma tion as it could only re -
sult in a mis un der stand ing be tween the PDEA and PNP.
“We could not give our side be cause if we’d do that, it would only pit us against one an other,”
Si nas said in Filipino.
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He iden ti �ed the fa tal i ties as Cpls. Lauro de Guz man and Galvin Eric Garado, whose re mains
were brought to their re spec tive home towns in Bu la can and Sa mar as re quested by their fam -
i lies. One po lice man and three PDEA mem bers were also in jured.
“Both of them (PDEA and DSOU) are think ing they are do ing a le git i mate oper a tion that’s
why the shootout lasted that long,” Vil lanueva said at a joint press brie� ng with the PNP at
Camp Crame in Que zon City.
He dis missed insin u a tions that one side was do ing a sell bust (sell ing pro hib ited nar cotics to
catch a sus pect), stress ing that the prac tice is il le gal.
While Vil lanueva said it is too early to say that the law en forcers got played by drug rings, they
are not dis count ing its pos si bil ity, not ing that the two agen cies had di� er ent tar gets.
The in ves ti ga tion, he added, should show how mem bers of two law en force ment agen cies
ended up in the same place and shoot ing at each other.
Pres i den tial spokesman Harry Roque Jr. said Pres i dent Duterte is sad dened by the shootout
and “ex pressed both sad ness and con cern on why forces from the side of govern ment were
in volved in the encounter.”
He added that the Chief Ex ec u tive wants the in ci dent probed to en sure that jus tice is given
where it is due, adding that Duterte is bank ing on the re sults of the probe that will be han dled
by the Depart ment of Jus tice through the NBI.
“We will go again to the bot tom of this in ci dent. There will be an im par tial in ves ti ga tion and
jus tice will be done,” Roque said.
The Que zon City govern ment in a state ment urged the public not to spread false in for ma tion
on the shootout as it ex pressed sup port for the in ves ti ga tions. “What hap pened was de -
plorable as it en dan gered the lives and safety of our cit i zens and dis rupted the peace and
com merce in the area,” it said.
Jus tice Sec re tary Me nardo Gue varra in structed the NBI to con duct an im par tial par al lel probe
into the in ci dent, one in de pen dent of the PNP and PDEA probe.
“This is sep a rate and dis tinct from the probe to be con ducted by an ad hoc joint PNP-PDEA
board of in quiry ear lier an nounced by PNP chief De bold Si nas,” he added.
Sen. Ron ald dela Rosa said the Se nate com mit tee on public or der which he chairs will con duct
an in quiry in aid of leg is la tion and will in vite those in volved.
Dan ger ous drugs com mit tee chair Rep. Ace Bar bers also gave the same ob jec tive when he said
the House will also con duct its probe.
Se nate Pres i dent Vi cente Sotto III said the in ci dent could have been pre vented by uni fy ing the
four ma jor pro grams – en force ment, pros e cu tion, pre ven tion and re ha bil i ta tion – into a sin -
gle govern ment agency.
He pointed out that since th ese four have to be in sync, a su per vi sory agency has to in ter vene
in or der to en sure that the con cerned govern ment agen cies man dated to per form sev eral du -
ties un der Repub lic Act 9165 are do ing the same sat is fac to rily.
“All th ese, so we may achieve a drug-free Philip pines for the fu ture gen er a tions. There is no
best time to cure this so cial ill than now. I, there fore urge my col leagues to sup port the pas -
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sage of this im por tant mea sure,” Sotto added.
The PDEA, ac cord ing to Vil lanueva, will also com ply with Duterte’s di rec tive to cre ate a team
that will mon i tor law en force ment o�  cers who were dis missed from ser vice for their ne far i -
ous ac tiv i ties.
Duterte or dered the for ma tion of a spe cial team that would mon i tor the erring per son nel that
he named last Wed nes day, say ing he would want to smash the hands of th ese per son nel in his
list if only to give them a les son.
He claimed he ham mered the hands of a num ber of erring govern ment per son nel since he was
a mayor and that the ham mer has be come an e� ec tive tool in dis ci plin ing a hand ful of them.
“Those that I have ham mered, and (De fense Sec re tary) Del�n Loren zana knows this when he
was as signed in Davao, are true… all of them are now go ing straight,” the Pres i dent said.
Duterte, who has been crit i cized for his bloody drug war, said he would re main un fazed if hu -
man rights groups would add the “ham mer ing” on the list of his al leged crimes for vi o la tions
of hu man rights.
He added that no il le gal trans ac tions can be kept se cret from the govern ment, in sin u at ing
that the long arm of the law will even tu ally catch the erring in di vid u als.


