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Que zon City’s COVID-19 in fec tion rate is still among the low est in Metro Manila if the en tire
pop u la tion of the city is taken into ac count, Mayor Joy Bel monte said yes ter day.
While the city leads the list of lo cal gov ern ment units (LGUs) in terms of ab so lute �g ures,
Bel monte said as sess ments should take into ac count the fact that the city has three mil lion
res i dents.
“It is im por tant for us to re view the num bers in re la tion to the pop u la tion of the city,” said
Bel monte. “Given that our city is the most pop u lous, an in crease in num bers does not au to -
mat i cally trans late to high num bers of in fec tion through out our pop u la tion.”
Based on the lat est re port of the OCTA Re search Group, Que zon City recorded an av er age of
443 new cases per day from March 10 to 16.
This trans lates to an in fec tion rate of 14.2 per cent per 100,000 peo ple, the 10th among the 17
LGUs in Metro Manila.
Lead ing the list is Pasay City with 44.7 per cent, fol lowed by Makati at 27.4 per cent, Navotas,
23.5; Marik ina, 19.2; Mal abon, 19; Man daluy ong, 18; Parañaque, 17.3; Manila, 17.2; and Pasig,
17.
OCTA fel low Guido David said the daily in creases must al ways be mon i tored with re spect to
the num ber of in hab i tants in an area in order to prop erly iden tify the in fec tion.
“While Que zon City tops the list of cities with the most num ber of daily new cases, if we com -
pare it to their pop u la tion, the cases have not truly a� ected a large num ber of res i dents,” he
said.
Bel monte said the city epi demi ol ogy and dis ease sur veil lance unit traced a to tal num ber of
16,133 contacts from March 6 to 13, up from 13,000 in the pre ced ing week.
“The strin gent e� ort to con tact trace also helps us con tain the spread be cause we were able to
iso late them from their fam i lies and their com mu ni ties,” she added.
Ac cord ing to David, Que zon City is do ing its best to bal ance out the num bers with the di� er -
ent mea sures it im ple mented to ad dress the surge in cases.
“Cou pled with the city or di nances, health pro to cols and cur fews, Que zon City will be able to
con trol the in fec tion,” he said.
As of yes ter day, the city had a to tal of 38,405 cases, with 4,604 ac tive, 32,930 re cov er ies and
871 deaths.
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