
3/26/2021 How par ents can make use of their lo cal li brary

https://www.pressreader.com/usa/daily-times-primos-pa/20210325/281865826249770/textview 1/1

The COVID-19 pan demic has been chal leng ing for ev ery one. As the world ad justed to lock downs, school clo sures and re mote
work ing, par ents have been faced with es pe cially unique chal lenges, and many of those chal lenges were still present a year
af ter lock downs be gan.

Find ing pro duc tive ways for their chil dren to �ll their time has been an on go ing is sue for par ents since the pan demic be gan.
School-age chil dren may not be go ing to school for full days, and many vir tual learn ing pro grams also end around
lunchtime. But a fa mil iar lo cal re source may be just what par ents need to keep their kids oc cu pied at home on week day af -
ter noons.
Lo cal li braries are in valu able com mu nity re sources, and that value has be come even more ap par ent dur ing the pan demic.
Par ents can uti lize lo cal li braries in var i ous ways, each of which can help �ll young sters’ time dur ing those hours when
school is not in ses sion.
On line story time: In nor mal times, many li braries host in per son story time ses sions for young chil dren. Many li braries
have been un able to host in per son story time since the start of the pan demic. But those same li braries may have tran si -
tioned to on line story time.
For ex am ple, the New York Pub lic Li brary in New York City hosts week day story times through its web site. Dur ing such ses -
sions, li brar i ans read books, sing songs and even share lit er acy tips. An archive of story times is avail able at www.nypl.org/
education/kids/sto ry time, and many lo cal li braries o� er sim i lar ser vices.
Craft ses sions: Some li braries even o� er free craft projects to mem bers. Sup plies can be picked up at the li brary on pre de ter -
mined days of the week, and then fam i lies can work on the projects to gether at home or with other fam i lies through Zoom
calls hosted by li brary em ploy ees. Par ents can in quire with their lo cal li braries to see if such pro grams are avail able in their
com mu ni ties.
Aca demic sup port: Some lo cal li braries even o� er aca demic sup port, which can be es pe cially valu able in the era of vir tual
learn ing when kids have lit tle one-on-one time with their teach ers. Tu tor ing ser vices may be avail able via a lo cal li brary,
which also may sup ply sup ple men tal ma te ri als like in ter ac tive learn ing tools that can bring les sons to life.
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