
4/16/2021 The me dia can pro pel en ergy tran si tion

https://www.pressreader.com/indonesia/the-jakarta-post/20210416/281681142704241/textview 1/2

In our life to day, the me dia play a huge role in pub lic pol icy mak ing. The me dia’s abil ity to in �u -
ence is a� ected by sev eral fac tors, such as ac ces si bil ity, trust and the ex ist ing link age be tween
them and the au thor i ties.
The me dia’s in �u ence is ev i dent in the gov ern ment’s cam paign to build pub lic aware ness dur ing
the COVID-19 pan demic. The me dia have helped share facts and ed u cate the pub lic about what
we should do to keep our selves and oth ers safe.
The role of the me dia could be cap i tal ized on in other mat ters, such as in ac cel er at ing the en ergy
tran si tion, es pe cially when pub lic aware ness of it is not evenly spread across the world.
The hype of en ergy tran si tion is hap pen ing not only be cause the im pact of cli mate change is al -
ready here, but also the size of the au di ence and avail able me dia chan nels are sim ply enor mous.
The deep en ing of in ter net pen e tra tion and in no va tion in the cre ative in dus try has prompted
more peo ple to ac cess more in for ma tion about en ergy se cu rity, a� ord abil ity and sus tain abil ity.
In 2020, in ter net pen e tra tion in South east Asia reached 69 per cent, with more than 85 per cent of
the pop u la tions of Brunei Darus salam and Sin ga pore hav ing in ter net ac cess.
Con nec tiv ity is key to ob tain ing in for ma tion that peo ple need. A sur vey showed that 63 per cent
of re spon dents used the in ter net to get news and in for ma tion in 2020 glob ally. A sim i lar re sult is
ob served in ASEAN mem ber states. Take for in stance In done sia, in early 2020, 12 out of 20 most
vis ited sites on the in ter net were news plat forms. Mean ing that peo ple are us ing the in ter net to
ac cess me dia and in for ma tion lo cally and in ter na tion ally.
What does all the data mean for the e� ort to build a bet ter un der stand ing of en ergy tran si tion?
The ques tion is al ready an swered by the na ture of the me dia: chan nel ing and ver i fy ing what has
hap pened, and no ti fy ing what might hap pen in the fu ture.
Me dia re ports on top ics such as cli mate-re lated dis as ters or the global tem per a ture rise, which
could reach 5 de grees Cel sius by 2100, have made more peo ple aware of the prob lems. Build ing
aware ness and chang ing the be hav ior of global cit i zens are di�  cult tasks for gov ern ments, and
there fore the me dia could help.
High in ter net and so cial me dia pen e tra tion means me dia could reach a wider au di ence in an in -
stant. News from across the world about new tech nolo gies in sus tain able en ergy and poli cies ap -
plied in cer tain coun tries could pre cip i tate the pub lic aware ness about en ergy tran si tion. When
the level of un der stand ing is met, peo ple and de ci sion-mak ers will more likely take ac tion
through var i ous chan nels as in the case of Greta’s e� ect.
In dus tries are the front line of this tran si tion process, which re quires in ter dis ci plinary knowl -
edge and sup port from other sec tors, in clud ing the me dia. As one of the ref er ences for de ci sion -
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mak ing among busi nesses, me dia play a piv otal role in help ing cor po ra tions gather in for ma tion
about mar ket sit u a tions, gov ern ment reg u la tions, En vi ron ment, So cial, and Gov er nance (ESG)
in vest ment op por tu ni ties, emerg ing tech nolo gies and dig i tal iza tion. Busi ness-ori ented me dia
could help ex plain and fa cil i tate fu ture mar ket pre dic tion, as well as sug ges tions to the in dus -
tries.
Ac cord ing to Green In vest ment Op por tu ni ties in Emerg ing Mar ket 2030 launched by the In ter -
na tional Fi nance Cor po ra tion, ASEAN as a re gion holds key sig ni�  cance in en ergy tran si tion and
tran si tion � nance with US$1.14 tril lion in vest ment op por tu ni ties just for In done sia, the Philip -
pines and Viet nam alone. The chance for the ASEAN mem bers to move to ward cleaner, more
sus tain able and e�  cient en ergy will de pend on in dus tries’ abil ity to adapt and in no vate.
To help busi nesses adapt to this new op por tu nity, they need guid ance, such as other in dus tries’
ex pe ri ences, clear gov ern ment strate gies and e�  cient � nance. Me dia as a source of in for ma tion
and pub lic dis cus sions could help �ll the in for ma tion gap. The me dia’s col lab o ra tion with gov -
ern ments and � nan cial in sti tu tions through fo rums and pri vate dis cus sions on the mat ter of en -
ergy tran si tion reg u la tion will help in dus tries to ac cel er ate in no va tion in de car boniz ing so ci ety.
The ne ces sity to lower car bon emis sions has caught at ten tion in coun tries such as the United
King dom, Ja pan and China, which pledged to be come a car bon-neu tral coun try by 2060.
ASEAN has also de vel oped com pre hen sive path ways to ward en ergy tran si tion through the
ASEAN Plan on Ac tion of En ergy Co op er a tion Phase-II. The plan aims to re al ize a 23 per cent re -
new able en ergy share in the to tal pri mary en ergy sup ply, and a 32 per cent en ergy in ten sity re -
duc tion from the 2005 level by 2025.
While the spirit to speed up en ergy tran si tion has ar rived, the ac tual re al iza tion surely will face
prob lems along the way, es pe cially in the ASEAN mem ber states where fos sil fu els re main the
ma jor sources of en ergy and the in dus tries’ ca pa bil i ties vary. It is nec es sary for the me dia to
pro vide in for ma tion on how in dus tri al ized coun tries im ple ment their poli cies on the tran si tions,
and the ben e �ts of those poli cies.
When peo ple have ac cess to ed u ca tion about the long-term ben e �t of the en ergy tran si tion, they
would likely sup port the process in var i ous ways, from buy ing more en ergy-e�  cient prod ucts to
pur chas ing stocks of more pub licly listed green com pa nies.
Tesla and sev eral so lar en ergy stocks on Wall Street o� er ex am ples of pub lic and in vestor par tic -
i pa tion be ing linked to ESG � nance. In 2020, Tesla sold about 500,000 elec tric ve hi cles, and its
stocks have risen 3600 per cent since launch ing in 2010, even amid the pan demic. Mean while, the
so lar en ergy stocks in dex soared 233.95 per cent in 2020.
The me dia, with its pen e tra tion and mul ti plat form power, can spread in for ma tion faster and
fur ther than be fore. They also help gov ern ments, � nan cial in sti tu tions, in dus tries and aca -
demics to form com pre hen sive con sen sus through var i ous dis cus sions, data anal y sis and fo -
rums. With all those e� orts, the me dia par tic i pate in pro pel ling en ergy tran si tion and en sur ing a
bet ter fu ture for all.


