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WITH stricter health pro to cols en forced in Que zon City amid a re cent surge in new Covid-19
cases, the Que zon City Coun cil has pushed for ex panded ac cess to free medicines which would
now in clude med i ca tions for car dio vas cu lar, chronic ob struc tive pul monary or res pi ra tory
diseases.
“The sit u a tion is tough right now, es pe cially with the on go ing Covid-19 pan demic. By ex -
pand ing the scope of our ex ist ing or di nances on free medicines, we can hope fully lift some
bur den o� the shoul ders of our peo ple,” Que zon City Coun cilor Mikey Bel monte said.
With the broader scope of the “Ex panded Free Medicine to Cit i zens of Que zon City of 2020,”
Blue Med i cal Card hold ers now have free ac cess to medicines that will help com bat hy per ten -
sion, asthma, chronic ob struc tive pul monary or res pi ra tory dis ease, al ler gies, gout, ver tigo,
and low cal cium lev els, in ad di tion to those pre vi ously cov ered by SP 2619 of 2017 and SP
2892 of 2019.
“We saw how big the im pact of th ese two or di nances was on the peo ple. By adding more
medicines to the list, we are hop ing to help them even more. It’s all about pri or i tiz ing their
health and wel fare,” Bel monte pointed out.
Res i dents and se nior cit i zens who can present pre scrip tions is sued by li censed med i cal prac -
ti tion ers may then re ceive the nec es sary phar ma ceu ti cal drugs for di� er ent res pi ra tory, car -
dio vas cu lar, and chronic pul monary diseases.
Fur ther more, other doc tor-pre scribed medicines that can help main tain healthy blood pres -
sure and su gar lev els, which were not orig i nally spec i �ed in SP 2829 of 2019, will be added to
the list.
The coun cilor also men tioned that the Free Medicine Mon i tor ing Task Force, which will be
spear headed by the Barangay Health Cen ters, with the aid of the Que zon City Health De part -
ment, O� ce of Se nior Cit i zen’s A� airs, and O� ce of the City Mayor, will en sure that th ese
doc tor-pre scribed drugs will reach those who are re ally in need.
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