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A Que zon City solon has �led a res o lu tion seek ing the use of some ho tels as treat ment or iso la tion cen -
ters for pa tients su� er ing from mild symp toms of Covid-19.
In the res o lu tion of Deputy Ma jor ity Leader and Que zon City 4th District Rep. Je sus “Bong” Sun tay, he
said “the re pur pos ing of the ho tels and other ac com mo da tion fa cil i ties as al ter na tive health fa cil i ties
can con trib ute in mit i gat ing the e� ects of the pan demic in the in dus try.”
The move is seen as a needed mea sure “to de con gest hos pi tals in Metro Manila,” as in fec tion rates
con tinue to over whelm health care fa cil i ties in the coun try, he ex plained.
The leg is la tor added health care pro fes sion als are claim ing that hos pi tals are now run ning at crit i cal or
near ca pac ity level, while some have al ready reached or have gone be yond their limit.
“The De part ment of Health, through its Covid Bul letin, has re vealed that over 79 per cent of ICU beds,
72 per cent of iso la tion beds, and 60 per cent of ward beds in the Na tional Cap i tal Re gion are al ready oc -
cu pied,” Sun tay pointed out.
With many ho tels on lock down due to the re ac ti va tion of the en hanced com mu nity quar an tine in the
NCR Plus area, he said the re pur pos ing would help mit i gate the � nan cial losses brought about by the
clo sure of these ac com mo da tion fa cil i ties.
The res o lu tion is in line with the ap peal of a group of doc tors from the Philip pine Col lege of Physi cians
urg ing Pres i dent Ro drigo Duterte to use some Metro Manila ho tels as in �r mary fa cil i ties.
Health Un der sec re tary Maria Rosario Vergeire an nounced re cently ICU at 14 of 21 Metro Manila hos pi -
tals are at crit i cal lev els re gard ing the num ber of Covid-19 cases.
Tak ing into ac count that 40 per cent of pa tients ad mit ted in these hos pi tals are ei ther asymp to matic or
are mild cases of Covid, these pa tients can be trans ferred to the re pur posed ho tels where doc tors and
med i cal front lin ers could be as signed to care for them, he sug gested.
The res o lu tion is based on the Bayani han to Heal as One Act, which states that “un der na tional emer -
gency and when the pub lic in ter est so re quires, the State may tem po rar ily take over or di rect the op er a -
tion of any pri vately owned pub lic util ity or busi ness a� ected with pub lic in ter est, sub ject to the lim its
en shrined in the Con sti tu tion un der Ar ti cle XII, Sec tion 17.”
“We can not deny that the re cent surge in Covid-19 cases is not only a ma jor is sue for pub lic health, but
for the coun try’s eco nomic re cov ery as well. Hope fully, we can de cide on this res o lu tion quickly, and we
will soon be able to al le vi ate some of Covid-19’s im pacts, for our coun try and peo ple’s sake,” he con -
cluded.
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