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The Depart ment of Health (DOH) on Tues day said it had recorded 11,429 new COVID-19 cases,
bring ing the to tal case count in the coun try to 904,285.
In its daily case bul letin, the health depart ment said there are cur rently 183,527 ac tive cases, ma jor -
ity or 96 per cent of which are mild cases and 2.8 per cent asymp to matic; 0.4 per cent are in crit i cal
con di tion, 0.5 per cent have se vere symp toms, and 0.3 per cent are mod er ate cases.
Mean while, 856 pa tients have re cov ered, bring ing the to tal num ber of sur vivors to 705,164. With
148 pa tients suc cumb ing to the dis ease, the to tal death toll stands at 15,594.
Metro’s most pop u lous
In Que zon City, the in de pen dent OCTA Re search Group noted a slide in the num ber of virus cases
and said that the im ple men ta tion of more strin gent lock down mea sures was be hind the re vers ing
trend.
Fig ures showed that Que zon City, Metro Manila’s most pop u lous city, logged 1,036 cases per day
from April 8 to 14, an im prove ment from the pre vi ous count of an av er age of 1,152 cases per day
from April 1 to 7.
‘Crit i cal zone’
In a press brie� ng or ga nized by the Que zon City gov ern ment on Thurs day, OCTA Re search’s Guido
David said the group was “op ti mistic” that the �g ures would go down fur ther in the next two
weeks. It pro jected that the city would see 912 cases per day in the next seven days, and 746 cases
per day from April 22 to 28.
Mean while, in Pasay City, Mayor Emi Cal ixto-Ru biano said the city was no longer in the “crit i cal
zone,” as its COVID-19 cases have con tin ued to de cline.
As of April 14, data showed that the city had 499 ac tive cases, the low est since Feb. 26. Pasay City’s
two-week av er age num ber of cases slowed down by 29.7 per cent to 95 new cases per day, com pared
to the 135 new cases recorded daily just two weeks prior.
In March, ex perts from the OCTA Re search group clas si �ed Pasay as a “crit i cal risk area” due to the
spike in the num ber of new cases, which reached al most 200 on a sin gle day. The city’s ac tive cases
peaked at 1,024 on March 25.
‘Not out of the woods yet’
De spite the slide in the num ber of new COVID-19 cases in Que zon City, OCTA Re search’s Ran jit Rye
warned that the city “[was] not out of the woods yet” as hos pi tals re main at high oc cu pancy rates
and the re pro duc tion num ber of the virus has yet to go down be low 1.
He added: “Be cause vac ci na tions are tak ing time for many rea sons—sup ply, de ploy ment—places
in [the Na tional Cap i tal Re gion] with high den sity will al ways be vul ner a ble [so] we have to pre pare
them.”
In ter ven tions
As of Thurs day morn ing, the Que zon City gov ern ment logged 9,181 ac tive cases. The at tack rate of
the virus per 100,000 pop u la tion is 32.9, sig ni�  cantly lower com pared to other cities in Metro
Manila.
Rye said that early in ter ven tions such as ac cel er at ing the in oc u la tion of res i dents are needed to pre -
vent an other surge. Que zon City has so far vaccinated more than 100,000 in di vid u als from the pri -
or ity group.
How ever, QC Task Force Vax to Nor mal cochair Joseph Juico said dur ing the brie� ng that the city’s
vac ci na tion for the �rst
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dose of the vac cine will only be un til Saturday as it has yet to re ceive ad di tional vac cine sup plies.
The un avail abil ity of sup ply has led the city to tem po rar ily halt vac cine sched ul ing on its on line
plat form.
2nd doses se cured
But Juico as sured the pub lic that the sup ply for the sec ond dose had been se cured. The city gov ern -
ment pro cured 1.1 mil lion As traZeneca vac cine doses, with the �rst batch set to ar rive around June.
Mayor Joy Bel monte, mean while, said that the city was set to re ceive 13,000 Coron aVac doses from
the DOH, which will be al lo cated to res i dents with no in ter net ac cess and were un able to se cure a
vac ci na tion slot through the on line plat form.
More beds, hos pi tal
In Pasay, the slow down in the num ber of virus cases is be ing tapped by the lo cal gov ern ment as the
break it needs to put up more iso la tion beds and a new hos pi tal to cater to virus pa tients.
“We lack hos pi tals, that has al ways been our chal lenge,” Ru biano said in a tele vi sion in ter view on
Thurs day. “We only have one city-run hos pi tal (Pasay City Gen eral Hos pi tal) and two pri vate hos -
pi tals (San Juan de Dios Ed u ca tional Foun da tion Inc. - Hos pi tal and Ad ven tist Med i cal Cen ter
Manila), all in full ca pac ity.”
“We plan to build a new hos pi tal in the city very soon, even just makeshift. We are look ing for
places, talk ing to pri vate part ners for sup port,” the mayor said, adding that look ing for space was a
prob lem be cause of the city’s small land area and very dense pop u la tion.
Nonethe less, con struc tion of the new hos pi tal would start “very soon,” Ru biano said, with out go ing
into de tails.
Con tact trac ers
The mayor ear lier at trib uted the de cline in the num ber of COVID-19 cases in Pasay to the as sis tance
pro vided by the na tional gov ern ment and other cities in Metro Manila, par tic u larly Caloocan,
Taguig and Parañaque, which sent their con tact trac ers to aug ment Pasay’s per son nel.
“From 7,000 in Fe bru ary, our COVID-19 cases reached 10,000 in March, so it was very di�  cult work
for our 300 con tact trac ers,” Ru biano said. “We are very thank ful for the 100 con tact trac ers our
neigh bor ing cities had sent to help us.”
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