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The Que zon City gov ern ment has part nered with var i ous pri vate sec tor groups, in clud ing re -
tail gi ant SM Su permalls, to has ten the vac ci na tion drive against COVID-19.
The city opened on Mon day a vac ci na tion site at SM City North EDSA’s Sky dome to cater to
mall em ploy ees who fall un der the A1 to A3 cat e gories, par tic u larly those who are med i cal
front lin ers, se nior cit i zens and adults with co mor bidi ties.
Mayor Joy Bel monte said the part ner ship al lowed the mall op er a tor to put to gether its own
team of doc tors and nurses to help in oc u late those who are in the pri or ity list of vac cine re -
cip i ents.
Also vac ci nated on-site were qual i �ed se nior cit i zen res i dents of Barangay Sto. Cristo, where
the mall is lo cated, and its nearby barangays.
“The city has had nu mer ous part ner ships with the pri vate sec tor through out the pan demic,
and we’re glad to be work ing with them still as we vac ci nate our res i dents and im mu nize
them against COVID,” Bel monte said.
“We have agreed that their own med i cal team can give the shots to qual i �ed SM em ploy ees
who re side in QC, pro vided that it will be su per vised by our city health depart ment,” she
added.
Margie San tos, head of the city’s business per mits and li cens ing depart ment, said “there are
close to 16,000 SM em ploy ees who work and re side in the city and are qual i �ed to get the vac -
cine.”
More vac ci na tion sites are ex pected to be opened in sev eral other SM malls within the city to
cover the tar get em ployee pop u la tion.
The city is also cur rently in talks with other pri vate sec tor groups, such as Robin sons Malls,
Ay ala Malls, Araneta City, East wood Mall, and the in for ma tion tech nol ogy and business
process out sourc ing sec tors, which are all con sid ered es sen tial es tab lish ments even dur ing
the im ple men ta tion of the en hanced com mu nity quar an tine.
Last week, the city also opened six new vac ci na tion sites to cater to in di vid u als who lack in -
ter net ac cess.
These sites are ded i cated to barangay-as sisted book ings, or those in di vid u als who do not
have ac cess to the in ter net and com puter, which pre vents them from book ing via the on line
ap pli ca tion EZCon sult.
“Our tar get is to open 24 sites to reach herd im mu nity within six months. With these new
sites, we ex pect to re ceive more peo ple and the faster the pop u la tion would be vac ci nated,”
Bel monte said.
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