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Cit ing the large num ber of ben e � cia ries, Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte yesterday urged the na tional
gov ern ment to ex tend the 15-day dead line for the dis tri bu tion of � nan cial aid to those a� ected by the
enhanced com mu nity quar an tine or ECQ.
“The main chal lenge is the fact that our city is 25 per cent of Metro Manila,” she said in Filipino dur ing
the Lag ing Handa brie� ng. “The num ber of peo ple who will re ceive the aid is more than those in other
cities, yet the dead line given by the na tional gov ern ment is the same.”
Que zon City re ceived P2.4 billion in � nan cial aid, which is ex pected to cover 2.4 mil lion res i dents be -
long ing to at least 800,000 fam i lies. It was re leased by the na tional gov ern ment last Mon day, with the
dead line for dis tri bu tion set on April 20 or 15 days later.
Bel monte said they are do ing their best to com ply with the dead line but noted the di�  culty in main -
tain ing so cial dis tanc ing and min i mum health stan dards to avoid trans mis sion of the vi ral ill ness dur -
ing the dis tri bu tion process.
“I do not want the re lease of the � nan cial as sis tance to be come su per spreader events. The aid should be
used for food and other needs of the fam i lies and not for the hos pi tal iza tion of our peo ple,” she said. “I
hope the na tional gov ern ment will con sider this be cause I do not want our peo ple to get sick.”
Un der sec re tary Jonathan Malaya, Depart ment of the In te rior and Lo cal Gov ern ment spokesper son, said
the DILG is will ing to ex tend the dead line for the largest cities, which in clude Manila and Que zon City, if
they are not able to meet the dead line.
“We have to be re al is tic. (They are) not just work ing on ayuda (aid). They’re also work ing on vac ci na -
tion. They’re do ing a lot of things all at the same time. We en cour age them to meet the dead line, but if
th ese large cities (can not do it) we will con sider an ex ten sion,” he said.
Malaya noted that the ini tial dis tri bu tion of the P22.9-billion lock down as sis tance has been go ing well
de spite some iso lated in ci dents that led to long queues at some cen ters in the NCR Plus bub ble.
He gave as sur ance that they are al ready work ing with the LGUs to �x the snags to en sure a faster and
more e�  cient dis tri bu tion of ayuda in ar eas un der ECQ.
Over 41,000 fam i lies in Que zon City have re ceived aid on the �rst day of dis tri bu tion on Wed nes day,
with an other 74,000 tar geted yesterday.
Bel monte ac knowl edged chal lenges faced by barangays in con trol ling the crowd who gath ered in dis tri -
bu tion cen ters, say ing they have im ple mented var i ous sys tems to limit the num ber of peo ple.
She said those in the orig i nal lists from the Depart ment of So cial Wel fare and De vel op ment will also re -
ceive as sis tance.
“If they are not on the list, we have griev ance or ap peal com mit tee,” Bel monte said.
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