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QUE ZON City 5th District Rep. Al fred Var gas lauded the pas sage of House Bill 8990, which
man dates the build ing of evac u a tion cen ters in ev ery city and town in the coun try.
Mem bers of the House of Rep re sen ta tives were unan i mous in pass ing the mea sure, which
was prin ci pally au thored by Var gas.
“I am grate ful to my col leagues for rec og niz ing the ur gent need for per ma nent evac u a tion
cen ters through out the coun try. We should min i mize the dis rup tion ex pe ri enced reg u larly by
our peo ple dur ing calami ties,” Var gas said.
Un der the bill, the Depart ment of Environment and Nat u ral Re sources will de ter mine the
sites where evac u a tion cen ters will be built. These fa cil i ties should be con structed on sta ble
land to avoid risk of land slides and must be far from large trees or struc tures, where haz -
ardous ma te ri als are stored or high-power volt age lines.
The evac u a tion cen ters should have sleep ing quar ters, show ers and toi lets for men and
women, food prepa ra tion ar eas, rain wa ter har vest ing and col lec tion ar eas and ameni ties for
the dis abled.
Var gas had ear lier cited the neg a tive e� ects of con vert ing schools into evac u a tion cen ters.
“It is the ed u ca tion of our chil dren that su� ers be cause they are the one giv ing way when ever
dis as ters strike. Per ma nent evac u a tion cen ters are nec es sary be cause of the fre quent nat u ral
calami ties and dis as ters our coun try men face,” the law maker said.
“We need to en sure that we house those a� ected by dis as ters in safe shel ters. We should do
away with the prac tice of us ing school fa cil i ties as evac u a tion cen ters,” he added.
The Depart ment of Pub lic Works and High ways shall be in charge in the con struc tion of evac -
u a tion cen ters that will be de signed to with stand su per ty phoons or wind speeds of at least
300 kilo me ters per hour and seis mic ac tiv ity of at least 8.0 mag ni tude.
The bill con tains a pro vi sion that per mits ex ist ing struc tures that would meet the min i mum
re quire ments or could be up graded to be des ig nated as evac u a tion cen ters “in com pli ance
with the lo cal gov ern ment unit con cerned.”
Var gas ex pressed hope that the Se nate will soon pass its ver sion of the mea sure.
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