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Ro man scholar and philoso pher Mar cus Cicero once said that a room with out a book is a body with out a soul.

The soul is an in evitable and eter nal part of a hu man body and, as oth ers say, a per son’s most valu able pos -
ses sion. Knowl edge is, too — and books are �lled with them.
As the pan demic con tin ues, Filipinos have found so lace in books that have proven to be pow er ful tools in 
com bat ing iso la tion. Travel with your imag i na tion, ex pand your hori zons and stim u late your mind by read ing 
in cel e bra tion of World Book Day.

Magic lives on
Be cause of the lock down, the Na tional Li brary of the Philip pines (NLP) has once again been closed un til fur -
ther no tice. How ever, read ers are en cour aged to visit its on line pub lic ac cess cat a log at tinyurl.
com/b6xsw8ak for ti tles they are in ter ested in read ing.
Aside from set ting up a com mu nity pantry, Lorna Zaragosa, owner of The Happy Liblarry, put up a com mu -
nity li brary in San gan daan, Que zon City.
For those re sid ing within Manila, the NLP is high light ing its NLP Book Cart project to en gage Filipino youth in 
lit er a ture, es pe cially those who do not have ac cess to read ing ma te ri als. The in no va tive pro gram can be seen 
rov ing Rizal Park ev ery Fri day and Satur day.
Many libraries have taken their services on line. The Quezon City Public Library made it easier for readers to 
virtually browse collections of the Main Library and all its branches, from books to the sis, kits and disc 
collection via opac. quezoncitypubliclibrary. org. Readers can have a real-time chat with a library sta� 
member when they log in at quezoncitypubliclibrary.org.

Book ‘bayani han’
Book Nook, a free li brary, has been set up at SM Aura Pre mier.
Located at the mall’s fourth level, it provides readers with ‘spaces’ into which they can dive into di�erent 
worlds. Some books are even free to take home. As a way of paying forward, readers can also donate books for 
others to en joy. Sim i lar to the con cept be hind set ting up a com mu nity pantry, Lorna Zaragosa, owner of The 
Happy Liblarry, put up a com mu nity li brary in San gan daan, Que zon City. The mo bile li brary lets peo ple take 
books for free. The books have been san i tized us ing with al co hol and UV lamp, Zaragosa said.
The Happy Liblarry isn’t ac cept ing book do na tions at the mo ment but is en cour ag ing oth ers to put up a com -
mu nity li brary within their area.
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