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A se nior ad min is tra tion law maker yes ter day �led a bill in the House of Rep re sen ta tives that aims to achieve
“manda tory” herd im mu nity for 110 mil lion Filipinos.

Cavite Rep. El pidio Barzaga Jr., chair man of the House com mit tee on nat u ral re sources, �led House Bill 9252 for
pur poses of at tain ing herd im mu nity, based on the “gen eral wel fare” clause of the 1987 Con sti tu tion where gov ern -
ment is bound to pro tect its cit i zens.
“As leg is la tors, we have a le gal re spon si bil ity to pass a law to fur ther pre vent the in tro duc tion, trans mis sion and
spread of COVID-19 and ad dress our present cri sis,” he said. “A per son
who is not vac ci nated is a risk to the lives of oth ers and to the gen eral public.”
How ever, the Depart ment of Health (DOH), through Un der sec re tary Maria Rosario Vergeire, has ex pressed op po si -
tion to Barzaga’s pro posal.
Barzaga – a cer ti �ed public ac coun tant and lawyer by pro fes sion – pointed out that a manda tory mass COVID-19
vac ci na tion pro gram is a must in or der to solve the present global pan demic and achieve lo cal herd im mu nity, where
at least 70 per cent of the coun try’s pop u la tion are in oc u lated.
“In or der to safely achieve herd im mu nity, a sub stan tial pro por tion of a pop u la tion would need to be vac ci nated.
This would lower the over all amount of virus able to spread in the whole pop u la tion,” he ex plained.
“One of the aims with work ing to wards herd im mu nity is to keep vul ner a ble groups who can not get vac ci nated, es -
pe cially those who, due to health conditions, safe and pro tected from the COVID-19 virus,” Barzaga pointed out.
Also at the House, Que zon City Rep. Pre cious Hipolito Castelo urged the In ter-Agency Task Force for the Man age -
ment of Emerg ing In fec tious Diseases (IATF) to al low home vac ci na tion for house-bound per sons like bedrid den in -
di vid u als and those phys i cally im paired.
“There are many of our peo ple who can not go out of their home due to sick ness, age or phys i cal dis abil ity. For them,
the IATF and the Depart ment of Health could ar range home in oc u la tion for these most vul ner a ble cit i zens through
lo cal gov ern ment units,” she said.
She said the target in di vid u als or their rel a tives could reg is ter with their barangays, whose o�  cials could check on
their con di tion.
“Al ter na tively, barangay o�  cers could seek them out. They could re quest for vol un teer doc tors or nurses who could
do the vac ci na tion so as not to fur ther bur den health care work ers in LGU im mu niza tion cen ters. The DOH and LGUs
could just mon i tor the home in oc u la tion,” she said.
She added that home vac ci na tion would en sure that “no one would be left out in the gov ern ment’s im mu niza tion
pro gram against COVID-19.”
“As health ad vo cates would say at this time of pan demic, no one is safe un til ev ery one is safe,” Castelo stressed.
She pointed out that home vac ci na tion would com ple ment her pro posal for the IATF to al low pri vate sub di vi sions or
vil lages to do their own vac ci na tion for res i dents.
Right to de cide
But at a brie� ng yes ter day, Vergeire said Barzaga’s pro posal, if ap proved, would vi o late the right of an in di vid ual to
de cide for one self.
“Even be fore we started the vac ci na tion roll out, we al ready dis cussed whether to have it manda tory or vol un tary,”
she said.
She added they de cided to pur sue “purely vol un tary” in oc u la tion in ad her ence to the po si tion of the World Health
Or ga ni za tion and the Strate gic Ad vi sory Group of Ex perts.
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“It will be their right to de cide whether to ac cept or not the vac cine based on our ex pla na tion to them,” she said.
Vergeire added that at this stage, COVID-19 vac cines “are still at de vel op men tal stage” so ad min is ter ing jabs can not
be forced on any one.
“We can not man date peo ple to ac cept these vac cines be cause this is still not re ally com pleted yet,” she said.
The o�  cial added that they just ad here to the prin ci ple that the vac cines’ “ben e �ts out weigh the risk and that’s why
we are o� er ing it to our peo ple.”
Pres i dent Duterte has no stand yet on the is sue, ac cord ing to Malacañang, which claimed that public con � dence in
COVID-19 shots is im prov ing.
“The Pres i dent has no po si tion yet on this. We think vac cine con � dence is im prov ing so our prob lem now is the sup -
ply of vac cines are not enough for peo ple who want to be vac ci nated,” presidential spokesman Harry Roque said at a
press brie� ng.
Roque, nev er the less, noted that the state has po lice power and can re quire ev ery one to be in oc u lated if it’s re ally
nec es sary.
“But for now, it seems that there is no need to make it manda tory be cause we are wait ing for the bulk of the vac cines
we or dered. So it is just right that while we do not have the bulk of our vac cines, not ev ery one wants to be vac ci -
nated,” he added.
Roque said the de ci sion of pri vate com pa nies with re gard to COVID-19 in oc u la tion should be re spected.
“No, be cause as I said, the gov ern ment re quir ing the vac ci na tion is not out of the ques tion be cause it is part of po lice
power,” the Palace spokesman said when asked about the view that the pri vate sec tor may make the im mu niza tion
manda tory for work ers.
“But if em ploy ers re quire it for con tin ued em ploy ment, we should re spect the de ci sion of em ploy ers,” he added.


