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Around 450 over seas Filipino work ers (OFWs) and tri cy cle driv ers were vac ci nated against
COVID-19 in Que zon City on Satur day as part of La bor Day cel e bra tions.
Health Sec re tary Fran cisco Duque III and Mayor Joy Bel monte led the vac ci na tion, which
was done si mul ta ne ously in di� er ent ar eas as a trib ute to work ers.
The Depart ment of La bor and Em ploy ment ear lier said 3,000 OFWs and 2,000 min i mum
wage earn ers under the A4 cat e gory would be vac ci nated.
Since the start of the vac cine roll out in March, only those be long ing to the �rst three pri -
or i ties – health work ers, se nior cit i zens and those with co mor bidi ties – have been in oc u -
lated.
Re ports said the in oc u la tion of other es sen tial work ers in the A4 cat e gory would be gin
later this month or early next month.
Bel monte rec og nized the im por tance of vac ci nat ing es sen tial work ers to ad dress the pan -
demic.
“It is also the re spon si bil ity of the gov ern ment to en sure that you are healthy,” she said,
urg ing those who were in oc u lated to en cour age oth ers to get vac ci nated.
Drive-through vac ci na tion
The city gov ern ment also launched on Satur day its drive-through vac ci na tion to al low res -
i dents to get in oc u lated in side their ve hi cles.
The ini tia tive is ex pected to ben e �t those be long ing to the vul ner a ble sec tor who may have
di�  cul ties go ing to vac ci na tion sites, such as se nior cit i zens and those with co mor bidi ties.
At least 130,000 front line health work ers and other Que zon City res i dents have re ceived
their �rst dose of COVID-19 vac cines.
Due to the lim ited sup ply of vac cines, only those who pre-reg is tered through the
barangay-as sisted scheme are be ing ac com mo dated at vac ci na tion sites.
City hall ad vised res i dents to wait for the an nounce ment on the re sump tion of on line
book ing for vac ci na tion.
Liquor ban lifted
Mean while, the Que zon City gov ern ment lifted the liquor ban under the re vised guide lines
for the im ple men ta tion of the mod i �ed en hanced com mu nity quar an tine (MECQ) ap -
proved by Bel monte.
Under the guide lines, stores are now al lowed to sell liquor be tween 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.
Cargo ve hi cles may de liver liquor to dealers at any time.
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Liquor and other al co holic bev er ages may be con sumed at home or in the premises of the
es tab lish ments dur ing the win dow hours. Drink ing in pub lic spa ces such as side walks and
streets re main pro hib ited.
As agreed among Metro Manila may ors, Que zon City eased its pub lic safety hours from 8
p.m. to 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.
Gath er ing of more than 10 peo ple re mains pro hib ited, ex cept when in dis pens able for work,
gov ern ment or hu man i tar ian pur poses. Re li gious ac tiv i ties were al lowed at 30 per cent ca -
pac ity of the venue.
Restau rants and other food es tab lish ments were al lowed to pro vide lim ited in door and
out door dine-in ser vices.
Beauty sa lons, par lors, bar ber shops and nail spas were also al lowed to op er ate. Other per -
sonal care es tab lish ments such as mas sage spas and derma clin ics should re main closed.
Other es tab lish ments that are still not al lowed to op er ate in clude karaoke bars, in ter net
cafes, ar cades, amuse ment parks as well as in door and out door tourist at trac tions.
Also pro hib ited are out door con tact sports as well as op er a tions of leisure cen ters such as
swim ming pools and gyms.
The Na tional Cap i tal Re gion Plus will re main under MECQ un til May 14.


