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WITH the daily in crease in new Covid-19 cases tal ly ing in the thou sands na tion wide, Que zon
City Coun cilor Mikey Bel monte has urged busi nesses in the city to in ten sify community-based
test ing e� orts in part ner ship with the lo cal gov ern ment and to more strictly ad here to work -
place guide lines set by the Depart ment of Health (DoH).
“We have an es ti mated 1.3 mil lion mem bers of the la bor force in Que zon City with over 60,000
en ter prises reg is tered here. Al to gether, the par tic i pa tion of this pri vate sec tor in the city in
community-based test ing, iso la tion, and co or di na tion with the lo cal gov ern ment and health
de part ments is a big fac tor in slow ing the spread of the virus in the city and be yond,” ex plained
Bel monte, who chairs the Com mit tee on Trade, Com merce, and In dus try in the city coun cil.
“This is why we’re ask ing busi ness owners and de ci sion-mak ers to have their own COVID-19
test ing and preven tion sys tems in place and to pro mote and use the ser vices of the lo cal gov -
ern ment that are al ready avail able to all res i dents,” he added.
The coun cilor urged es tab lish ments to in form their em ploy ees re gard ing the on line book ing
ap point ment sys tem for free swab tests re cently launched by the City Epi demi ol ogy and Dis ease
Sur veil lance Unit (CESU) and ac ces si ble through the web site bit. ly/QCfreetest. Presently, swab
test ing is pri or i tized for close con tacts of Covid-pos i tive pa tients, symp to matic in di vid u als, ex -
pect ing moth ers, dial y sis pa tients, and pa tients who will un dergo med i cal op er a tions.
“For com pa nies who al ready have their own free swab test ing fa cil i ties in place or whose em -
ploy ees are pri mar ily work ing from home, ser vices like this are still help ful so that cit i zens
have more op tions for their fam i lies and loved ones. But for small en ter prises which com prise a
huge chunk of the city’s reg is tered busi nesses, free ser vices like this can be a god send for those
who can not a� ord pri vate test ing,” Bel monte ex plained.
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