5/19/2021 Possibility of airborne virus transmission being studied

Possibility of airborne virus transmission being studied
The New Paper - 19 May 2021 - 2 - KOK YUFENG yufengk@sph.com.sg

The authorities are investigating the possibility that Covid-19 could be spread through air-
borne transmission in some settings, the Ministry of Health’s director of medical services
Kenneth Mak said yesterday.

Responding to a question about recent reports of airborne transmission and whether this
had occurred at Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Associate Professor Mak said the authorities and
TTSH are completing epidemiological investigations and hope to have further information
to assess this possibility.

The authorities are also looking at how the virus could have spread in other clusters and set-
tings.

“In each of the settings, we try to assess whether it could plausibly be a result of physical
contact, as a result of droplet spread or... the possibility of aerosolised transmission.”

Prof Mak said reports have emerged suggesting a stronger possibility of airborne transmis-
sion in certain settings, particularly closed environments with limited airflow and poor ven-
tilation.

But droplets and contaminated surfaces remain dominant ways by which the virus can
transmit, he added.

As for the TTSH cluster, which saw 46 cases, Prof Mak said there may not be one single fac-
tor that contributed to the virus spreading among hospital staff and patients.

But it is plausible that some form of airborne transmission could have taken place, he said.
This could have happened if there was an infected person with a high viral load emanating a
large amount of the virus, possibly supplemented by an environment associated with air-
borne transmission.

Health Minister Ong Ye Kung said Singapore’s experience with Covid-19 has shown that the
most common mode of transmission is still among unmasked people in crowded environ-
ments with a lot of vocalisation and interaction, and in enclosed spaces with poor ventila-
tion.

“These are the conditions that usually lead to big spreading events, and I think these are the
settings we should be most careful about,” Mr Ong said, adding that the latest set of Covid-
19 measures are deliberately aimed at stopping such activities in such settings.
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