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The au thor i ties are in ves ti gat ing the pos si bil ity that Covid-19 could be spread through air -
borne trans mis sion in some set tings, the Min istry of Health’s di rec tor of med i cal ser vices
Ken neth Mak said yes ter day.
Re spond ing to a ques tion about re cent re ports of air borne trans mis sion and whether this
had oc curred at Tan Tock Seng Hos pi tal, As so ciate Pro fes sor Mak said the au thor i ties and
TTSH are com plet ing epi demi o log i cal in ves ti ga tions and hope to have fur ther information
to as sess this pos si bil ity.
The au thor i ties are also look ing at how the virus could have spread in other clus ters and set -
tings.
“In each of the set tings, we try to as sess whether it could plau si bly be a re sult of phys i cal
con tact, as a re sult of droplet spread or... the pos si bil ity of aerosolised trans mis sion.”
Prof Mak said re ports have emerged sug gest ing a stronger pos si bil ity of air borne trans mis -
sion in cer tain set tings, par tic u larly closed en vi ron ments with lim ited air�ow and poor ven -
ti la tion.
But droplets and con tam i nated sur faces re main dom i nant ways by which the virus can
trans mit, he added.
As for the TTSH clus ter, which saw 46 cases, Prof Mak said there may not be one sin gle fac -
tor that contributed to the virus spread ing among hos pi tal sta� and pa tients.
But it is plau si ble that some form of air borne trans mis sion could have taken place, he said.
This could have hap pened if there was an in fected per son with a high vi ral load em a nat ing a
large amount of the virus, pos si bly sup ple mented by an en vi ron ment as so ci ated with air -
borne trans mis sion.
Health Min is ter Ong Ye Kung said Sin ga pore’s ex pe ri ence with Covid-19 has shown that the
most com mon mode of trans mis sion is still among un masked peo ple in crowded en vi ron -
ments with a lot of vo cal i sa tion and in ter ac tion, and in en closed spa ces with poor ven ti la -
tion.
“Th ese are the con di tions that usu ally lead to big spread ing events, and I think th ese are the
set tings we should be most care ful about,” Mr Ong said, adding that the lat est set of Covid-
19 mea sures are de lib er ately aimed at stop ping such ac tiv i ties in such set tings.
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