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Some fungi pro duce fruit ing bod ies year-round, and jelly ear is one. It grows weird, rub bery mounds on el der
bushes and is most vis i ble in win ter and spring, be ing tough enough to sur vive frosts. The squidgy struc tures
have an un set tling re sem blance to wrinkly old hu man ears. Jelly ear is proof that, while we as so ciate fungi with
au tumn, hy phae never stop. Hy phae are the mass of tan gled fun gal threads spread ing un seen through wood,
plant mat ter and earth in unimag in ably vast num bers, har vest ing nu tri ents for the par ent or gan ism.

FIND OUT MORE
Guide to com mon species: plantlife.org.uk/uk/dis cover-wild-plants-na ture

Freak ish fungi
BBC Wildlife Magazine · 9 Apr 2020 · 14

- Mycology

Public User
Highlight


