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Twins are fairly com mon, but with a caveat. In most in stances, the o� spring will be non-iden ti cal twins,
triplets, quadru plets and so on. Each in di vid ual forms sep a rately, when a sperm fer tilises an egg and then goes
on to de velop. Spot ted hye nas, for in stance, usu ally give birth to non-iden ti cal twins, as do mar moset and
tamarin mon keys. Iden ti cal twins, where in di vid u als de velop from the same fer tilised egg, are much rarer. This
makes sense, be cause iden ti cal twins share al most iden ti cal DNA, so lack the ge netic vari abil ity that makes
lesser re lated an i mals more tol er ant of dis ease and en vi ron men tal change. The �rst doc u mented case in birds
emerged in 2006, when iden ti cal emu twins emerged from the same egg at pre dicted odds of one in a mil lion or
less. Nine-banded ar madil los, how ever, in ex pli ca bly give birth to iden ti cal quadru plets ev ery time. No-one can
re ally ex plain why.
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