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Humans are unique in de vel op ing per ma nent breasts that send sex ual sig nals. How ever, there is an other 
primate with an os ten ta tious chest. Ethiopian geladas have bald chest patches that are bright red. As the sole 
grass-eat ing pri mates, geladas spend much of their time shu ing around. Squat ting hides their back sides, so 
there’s no point hav ing scar let, swollen rumps, which are a so cial sig nal in many other Old World pri mates. 
Instead, male geladas use their chests to com mu ni cate so cial sta tus – the more dom i nant the male, the red der 
he is – while the chests of fe male geladas swell and blis ter to in di cate fer til ity. The chest patches might have 
evolved to mimic but tocks, tap ping into an ex ist ing psy cho log i cal sen si tiv ity to red swellings among po ten tial 
mates and ri vals. In trigu ingly, hu man fe male breasts might also have evolved to im i tate bot toms af ter we 
started walk ing upright, though in our case it’s more about shape than colour.
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