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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte, who had been in fected twice with COVID-19, re ceived her
�rst dose of Si no vac vac cine on Sunday.
Bel monte said she was in oc u lated with the China-made jab at the city’s vac ci na tion site at
the Ate neo de Manila Univer sity.
“I hope that af ter get ting vac ci nated, I could en cour age more QCi ti zens to get in oc u lated too
against COVID-19,” she said in a state ment.
Bel monte said she booked her vac ci na tion ap point ment through the city’s EZCon sult web -
site to “ob serve the process for my self and make sug ges tions as to how this can be im -
proved.”
Bel monte’s vac ci na tion came as the gov ern ment bumped gov er nors, may ors and other lo cal
gov ern ment o�  cials in the vac ci na tion pri or ity list, mak ing them sec ond to med i cal front -
lin ers and ahead of se nior cit i zens and per sons with co mor bidi ties.
“Al though I am part of the A1 cat e gory, I de cided to wait un til most of those in the iden ti �ed
pri or ity groups had been vac ci nated. Af ter re cov er ing from COVID-19 last month, I did not
see the need for me to be vac ci nated im me di ately,” Bel monte said.
“Be cause I tested pos i tive for COVID-19 twice, I know the im por tance of vac cines to pre vent
se vere symp toms of the virus,” she added.
The mayor �rst con tracted the virus last year. She tested pos i tive for the dis ease again last
March.
While not ing ev ery one’s right to refuse a par tic u lar vac cine brand, Bel monte urged her con -
stituents to get vac ci nated.
“Herd im mu nity can not be achieved if we all wait for a pre ferred vac cine brand based on the
no tion that it is of a higher qual ity or more pres ti gious. All the vac cines ap proved by the FDA
(Food and Drug Ad min is tra tion) are safe and e� ec tive,” she said.
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