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WITH the pan demic caus ing many busi nesses to strug gle with re duced de mand and move -
ment of goods and ser vices, Que zon City Coun cilor Mikey Bel monte called on con sumers to
pa tron ize neigh bor hood busi nesses as a way to sup port nearby fam i lies and com mu ni ties
and to save on costs.
Bel monte, who heads the Com mit tee on Trade, Com merce and In dus try of the coun cil, said,
“Sim i lar to the con cept of the com mu nity pantry where we draw from Filipinos’ sense of
bayani han (com mu nity spirit) in their own vil lage or com mu nity, we also need to sup port
the en ter prises around us that may be owned and op er ated by our neigh bors, friends and
rel a tives.”
There are over 70,000 reg is tered en ter prises in Que zon City, most of which be ing mi cro and
Small en ter prises with an op er at ing cap i tal no higher than P3 mil lion.
“By pa tron iz ing the prod ucts and ser vices near us, we’re ex tend ing a life line to many busi -
nesses, em ploy ees, and their fam i lies. Apart from that, there’s also the po ten tial to save on
costs when we re duce de liv ery and courier fees,” he added.
The coun cilor also ex plained that reg is tered es tab lish ments from Que zon City can ap ply for
an in crease over the ca pac ity stated in the IATF res o lu tion by re quest ing for a cer ti � ca tion
un der the Safety Seal Cer ti � ca tion Pro gram.
The im ple ment ing guide lines of the said pro gram were signed in April un der JMC No. 21-01,
Se ries 2021 by the De part ment of In te rior and Lo cal Gov ern ment (DILG), the De part ment of
Trade and In dus try (DTI), the De part ment of Tourism (DoT), the De part ment of La bor and
Em ploy ment (DoLE) and the De part ment of Health (DoH).
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