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Amer i cans who have had prior ex po sure to var i ous coro n aviruses since be fore the cur rent
pan demic may ben e �t from a par tic u lar com mon cold an ti body that is trig gered if they are
in fected with COVID-19, a new sci en ti�c study has found.
A peer-re viewed study pub lished in the aca demic jour nal Na ture Com mu ni ca tions in ves ti -
gated how the body’s im mune sys tem re acted to COVID-19 af ter it had al ready been ex posed
to other coro n aviruses that are preva lent in the US and trig ger the com mon cold. At least
four such coro n aviruses are known to ex ist in the US.
The study found that the an ti body in ques tion re acts not only to SARS-CoV-2, which causes
COVID-19, but also to SARS-CoV-1, which causes Se vere Acute Res pi ra tory Syn drome
(SARS).
This an ti body is likely pro duced by a me mory “b” cell that was pre vi ously ex posed to the
com mon cold, ac cord ing to Raiees An drabi, the study’s se nior au thor and an in ves ti ga tor in
the Scripps Re search In sti tute’s De part ment of Im munol ogy and Mi cro bi ol ogy.
These cells are es sen tial parts of the im mune sys tem and func tion by remembering diseases
that had en tered the body al ready.
The study’s �nd ings are sig ni�  cant be cause they could help pave the way for bet ter vac cines
and treat ments and com bat fu ture types of coro n aviruses that may emerge.
“An other deadly coro n avirus will likely emerge again in the fu ture, and when it does, we
want to be bet ter pre pared,” Prof. Dennis Bur ton, one of the study’s au thors, was quoted as
say ing by News Med i cal, an on line provider of med i cal in for ma tion.
“Our iden ti � ca tion of a cross-re ac tive an ti body against SARS-CoV-2 and the more com mon
coro n aviruses is a promis ing de vel op ment on the way to a broad-act ing vac cine or ther apy,”
he said.
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