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The Que zon City govern ment has started a probe on the hold ing of a wed ding party that in volved liquor
in take in Matan dang Balara in Que zon City which re sulted to 72 res i dents ac quir ing the lethal coro n -
avirus dis ease 2019 (Covid-19).

Based on a re port by the City Epi demi ol ogy and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit (CESU), a to tal of 255 res i -
dents of Area 7, Matan dang Balara were swabbed and among them, 72 were con �rmed pos i tive.
“Most of our pa tients are cur rently ad mit ted in di� er ent HOPE com mu nity care fa cil i ties while there
are oth ers iso lated in their homes. Among those who are placed un der home quar an tine are �ve mi -
nors, one preg nant adult, and one se nior cit i zen,” CESU Chief Dr. Rolando Cruz said.
Sub jects of the probe were Barangay Cap tain Al lan Franza and Home own ers As so ci a tion pres i dent Don
Bra bante af ter they failed to bar the event or re port it to au thor i ties.
The City Le gal De part ment was di rected to in ves ti gate. “We are notic ing that these kinds of in ci dents
are in creas ing. The spread could’ve been pre vented but we see that some peo ple, in clud ing per sons in
au thor ity, have started to be come lax in the en force ment and prac tice of min i mum health pro to cols,”
the top city o�  cial said.
“This should serve as a wake-up call for ev ery one to re main vig i lant and wary of Covid-19. The virus is
still very much in our en vi ron ment and we are count ing on ev ery one’s co op er a tion,” ac cord ing to the
lo cal ex ec u tive.
Show-cause or der sent
Franza was is sued a show-cause or der di rect ing him to ex plain his rea son for his in ac tion or he faces
crim i nal and ad min is tra tive cases.
Home own ers As so ci a tion pres i dent Bra bante, mean while, was charge for vi o la tion of health pro to cols
and per mit ting a so cial gath er ing be yond what is al low able by the In ter-Agency Task Force on Emerg -
ing In fec tious Dis eases.
If it will be proven that Bra bante had ap proved the gath er ing and the drink ing ses sion that fol lowed
the wed ding where he failed to en force health and safety pro to cols, or did not even re port the as sem bly
to au thor i ties as ref er enced by one of the in dex cases, then he can be held crim i nally li able. The same is
true for Franza.
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