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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte yesterday re it er ated the city gov ern ment’s com mit ment
to sup port na tion wide e� orts to “lib er ate” Filipinos from the COVID-19 pan demic.
Bel monte led lo cal o�  cials in the �ag-rais ing and short pro gram at the city hall com plex
to mark the coun try’s 123rd In de pen dence Day.
“It has been a year since we were held cap tive by this pan demic a� ec tive not just the peo -
ple in the Philip pines but the rest of the world. It has been a year marked by fear and
doubts about our fu ture,” she said in Filipino.
“In the midst of all this, your lo cal gov ern ment con tin ues to �ght in or der to stop and
solve the chal lenges – from those who got sick to those who lost their jobs and liveli hood,
those who are needy and those whose fu tures re main at risk,” she added.
Bel monte urged the pub lic to work to gether and do their part in en sur ing safe and healthy
com mu ni ties.
She said the city gov ern ment is al ways will ing to lis ten, ac cept com ments and sug ges tions
and con duct di a logues as part of its de ci sion mak ing pro cesses to give hope and free ev ery -
one from this pan demic.
“We have been �ght ing for over a year… It will be di�  cult for us to achieve our de sire to be
free again if we do not work to gether,” Bel monte said.
“Re gard less if you are rich or poor, woman or man, young or old, what is im por tant is we
do our part to en sure health and safety and, above all, work to gether for the re turn of a
bet ter fu ture and the heal ing of our nation,” she added.
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