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The 20-per cent dis count priv i lege of se nior cit i zens and per sons with dis abil i ties (PWDs)
should ap ply to on line pur chases, based on a mea sure �led be fore the House of Rep re sen -
ta tives.
House Res o lu tion No. 1880 seeks to clar ify the Ex panded Se nior Cit i zens Act and the
Magna Carta for Per sons with Dis abil i ties and ex pand the cov er age of the dis count priv i -
leges granted un der both laws.
The mea sure was �led by Que zon City �fth district Rep. Al fred Var gas, chair of the House
com mit tee on so cial ser vices, cit ing the “lack of clear guide lines” from na tional agen cies
tasked with im ple ment ing the pro vi sion on dis counts.
“With the lack of clear guide lines from im ple ment ing agen cies re gard ing the spe cial dis -
counts on on line trans ac tions, mil lions of Filipino se nior cit i zens and per sons with dis -
abil i ties are un able to avail of the priv i leges that they right fully de serve un der the law,”
read the res o lu tion.
Var gas lamented that se nior cit i zens and PWDs have re sorted to buy ing on line due to
restric tions on their move ments dur ing this pan demic, but are not given the dis counts
they de serve be cause on line trans ac tions do not make a dis tinc tion.
As early as Oc to ber 2020, Var gas said con sumer ad vo cacy groups have been ask ing the De -
part ment of So cial Wel fare and De vel op ment (DSWD) to re lease the guide lines to al low the
el derly and PWDs to avail them selves of the dis counts for their on line pur chases.
But as of May this year, the DSWD and the De part ment of Trade and In dus try (DTI) “have
con �rmed that they have yet to re lease the guide lines af ter im por tant con sul ta tions with
other na tional gov ern ment agen cies,” Var gas said.
The law maker re minded these agen cies that it is gov ern ment’s duty “to en sure with ur -
gency that our ser vices for the peo ple are made ac ces si ble es pe cially for the marginal ized
and un der priv i leged.”
Aside from the DSWD and the DTI, the res o lu tion also urges the Na tional Com mis sion for
Se nior Cit i zens, the Na tional Com mis sion on Dis abil ity A� airs and other rel e vant gov ern -
ment agen cies to im me di ately draft and im ple ment the guide lines.
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