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COVID-19 vac cines made by As traZeneca and the P�zer-BioN Tech al liance re main broadly
e� ec tive against Delta and Kappa vari ants of the COVID-19 caus ing virus, which were �rst
iden ti �ed in In dia, ac cord ing to a sci en ti�c study, un der pin ning a con tin ued push to de -
liver the shots.
The study by Ox ford Univer sity re searchers, pub lished in the jour nal Cell, in ves ti gated the
abil ity of an ti bod ies in the blood from peo ple, who were vac ci nated with the two-shot reg -
i mens, to neu tral ize the highly con ta gious Delta and Kappa vari ants, a state ment said.
Last week, an anal y sis by the Pub lic Health Eng land (PHE) showed that vac cines made by
P�zer Inc. and As traZeneca o� er high pro tec tion of more than 90 per cent against hos pi -
tal iza tion from the Delta vari ant.
The Delta vari ant is be com ing the glob ally dom i nant ver sion of the dis ease, the World
Health Or ga ni za tion (WHO) said on Fri day.
Ac cel er ate vac ci na tion
Echo ing the WHO’s warn ing, the Euro pean Cen ter for Dis ease Preven tion and Con trol
(ECDC) said on Wed nes day the Delta vari ant of COVID-19, �rst iden ti �ed in In dia, will rep -
re sent 90 per cent of all SARS-CoV-2 viruses cir cu lat ing in the Euro pean Union by the end
of Au gust.
Be cause of its in creased trans miss abil ity, the Delta vari ant is a mat ter of con cern for many
gov ern ments across Europe as most coun tries are eas ing re stric tions in the wake of an
over all fall in new COVID-19 cases.
In re sponse to the surge in cases of Delta in Bri tain how ever, au thor i ties are aim ing to ac -
cel er ate vac ci na tion plans to give ev ery adult a �rst COVID-19 vac cine by July 19, the new
date at which COVID re stric tions are to be lifted in Eng land.
“It is very likely that the Delta vari ant will cir cu late ex ten sively dur ing the sum mer, par -
tic u larly among younger in di vid u als that are not tar geted for vac ci na tion,” the ECDC said.
“This could cause a risk for the more vul ner a ble in di vid u als to be in fected and ex pe ri ence
se vere ill ness and death if they are not fully vac ci nated.”
2 jabs for pro tec tion
But the ECDC said two doses of an ap proved COVID-19 vac cine o� ered “high pro tec tion”
against the vari ant and its con se quences.

Europe agency warns new, more trans mis si ble vari ant will cause 90% of
cases in Au gust
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Mean while, the US Food and Drug Ad min is tra tion said on Wed nes day it plans to move
quickly to add a warn ing about rare cases of heart in �am ma tion in ado les cents and young
adults to fact sheets for the P�zer and Moderna COVID-19 vac cines.
US Cen ters for Dis ease Con trol and Preven tion (CDC) ad vi sory groups, meet ing to dis cuss
re ported cases of the heart con di tion af ter vac ci na tion, found the in �am ma tion in ado les -
cents and young adults is likely linked to the vac cines, but that the ben e �ts of the shots
ap peared to clearly out weigh the risk.
Moderna shares closed down 4.2 per cent, while P�zer fell 1.4 per cent.
The Ox ford re searchers also an a lyzed the like li hood of re in fec tion in peo ple who had pre -
vi ously had COVID-19.
Look ing at the abil ity of an ti bod ies in their blood sam ples to neu tral ize the vari ants, the
risk of re in fec tion with the Delta vari ant ap peared par tic u larly high in in di vid u als pre vi -
ously in fected by the Beta and Gamma lin eages that emerged in South Africa and Brazil,
re spec tively.
By con trast, pre vi ous in fec tion with the Al pha, or B117, vari ant �rst de tected in Bri tain,
con ferred “rea son able” cross-pro tec tion against all vari ants of con cern, lend ing it self as a
tem plate that next-gen er a tion vac cines could be molded on.
“B117 might be a can di date for new vari ant vac cines to pro vide the broad est pro tec tion,”
the re searchers said.


