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WASHINGTON DC : The Na tional In sti tute of Health (NIH) in the United States has found that Bharat
Biotech’s CO VAXIN vaccine gen er ates an ti bod ies that e� ec tively neu tral ize both Al pha and Delta
vari ants of COVID-19.
The top health re search in sti tute said that an ad ju vant de vel oped with fund ing from the NIH has
con trib uted to the suc cess of the “highly e�  ca cious” CO VAXIN COVID-19 vaccine, which roughly 25
mil lion peo ple have re ceived to date in In dia and else where.
“Re sults from two stud ies of blood serum from peo ple who had re ceived CO VAXIN sug gest that the
vaccine gen er ates an ti bod ies that e� ec tively neu tral ize the B.1.1.7 (Al pha) and B.1.617 (Delta) vari ants
of SARS-CoV-2, �rst iden ti �ed in the United King dom and In dia, re spec tively,” NIH said in a state -
ment.
The ad ju vant used in CO VAXIN, Al hy drox iquim-II, was dis cov ered and tested in the lab o ra tory by the
biotech com pany ViroVax LLC of Lawrence, Kansas with sup port ex clu sively from the NIAID Ad ju -
vant De vel op ment Pro gram, NIH said.
The ad ju vant com prises a small molecule at tached in a unique way to Al hy dro gel, a sub stance fre -
quently called alum that is the most com monly used ad ju vant in vac cines for peo ple.
“End ing a global pandemic re quires a global response,” said An thony S. Fauci, di rec tor of the Na -
tional In sti tute of Al lergy and In fec tious Dis eases (NIAID), a part of NIH. “I am pleased that a novel
vaccine ad ju vant de vel oped in the United States with NIAID sup port is part of an e�  ca cious COVID-
19 vaccine avail able to peo ple in In dia.”
CO VAXIN com prises a dis abled form of SARS-CoV-2 that can not repli cate but still stim u lates the im -
mune sys tem to make an ti bod ies against the virus. Pub lished re sults from a Phase 2 trial of the
vaccine in di cate that it is safe and well-tol er ated.
Un pub lished in terim re sults from the Phase 3 trial in di cate that the vaccine has 78 per cent e�  cacy
against symp to matic dis ease, 100 per cent e�  cacy against se vere COVID-19, in clud ing hos pi tal iza -
tion, and 70 per cent e�  cacy against asymp to matic in fec tion with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID-19.
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