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Cat or dog owners who have Covid-19 should avoid their pets while infected, experts have said.
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Sci en tists in the Nether lands found that coro n avirus is com mon in pet cats and dogs where their own ers have 
the dis ease.
While cases of own ers pass ing on Covid-19 to their pets are con sid ered to be of neg li gi ble risk to pub lic health, 
the sci en tists say that there is a “po ten tial risk” that do mes tic an i mals could act as a “reser voir” for coro n -
avirus and rein tro duce it to hu mans.
Els Broens from Utrecht Uni ver sity said: “If you have
Covid-19, you should avoid con tact with your cat or dog, just as you would do with other peo ple.
“The main con cern, how ever, is not the an i mals’ health — they had no or mild symp toms of Covid-19 — but 
the po ten tial risk that pets could act as a reser voir of the virus and rein tro duce it into the hu man pop u la tion. 
“For tu nately, to date no pet-to-hu man trans mis sion has been re ported. So, de spite the rather high preva lence 
among pets from Covid-19 pos i tive house holds in this study, it seems un likely that pets play a role in the pan -
demic.”
The re search was pre sented at the Euro pean Con gress of Clin i cal Mi cro bi ol ogy & In fec tious Dis eases.
Dr Broens and his col leagues an a lysed the PCR test re sults of 156 dogs and 154 cats from 196 house holds.
Six cats and seven dogs (4.2%) had pos i tive PCR tests and 31 cats and 23 dogs (17.4%) tested pos i tive for an ti -
bod ies.
Eight cats and dogs that lived in the same homes as the PCR-pos i tive pets were also tested for a sec ond time to 
check for virus trans mis sion among pets.
None of the an i mals tested pos i tive, sug gest ing the virus was not be ing passed be tween pets liv ing in close 
con tact with one an other.
How ever, the �nd ings
show that Covid-19 is highly prevalent in pets of peo ple who have had the dis ease.
Mean while, sep a rate re search, sug gests that cats that sleep on their owner’s bed may be at par tic u lar risk of 
get ting Covid-19 in fec tion from their own ers.
Dorothee Bien zle of the Uni ver sity of Guelph in Canada said: “If some one has Covid-19 there is a sur pris ingly 
high chance they will pass it on to their pet. Cats, es pe cially those that sleep on their owner’s bed, seem to be 
par tic u larly vul ner a ble.”
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