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The Que zon City govern ment yes ter day asked residents to avail them selves of free COVID-19 test ing after a preg nant
women had to give birth out side a hos pi tal due to the lack of swab test re sult, which is an ad mis sion re quire ment for hos -
pi tals.
“I am re mind ing residents, es pe cially those who have sched uled med i cal pro ce dures or those who are about to give birth
that we have free swab tests,” Mayor Joy Bel monte said. “We made it free to help the peo ple in need of hos pi tal iza tion with
their ex penses.”
City epi demi ol o gist Rolando Cruz said those who want to avail them selves of the free swab tests can book their ap point -
ments through http://bit.ly/QCfreetest.
“Swab test ing is strictly by ap point ment. No walk-ins are al lowed. This is also due to the lim ited sup ply of daily test kits,”
Cruz said.
Residents plan ning to un dergo med i cal pro ce dures such as dial y sis and close con tacts of COVID-pos i tive pa tients are pri -
or i tized for swab test ing.
“For preg nant women, we re mind them to be con scious of their delivery date when book ing a sched ule for a swab test. This
is free so we en cour age them to avail them selves of the ser vice,” Cruz said.
Preg nant women were ad vised to book for a swab test at least one week be fore their ex pected delivery date.
“Their test re sults are valid for 14 days if they went past their due date,” Cruz said.
Mean while, Bel monte en cour aged residents to take videos of their COVID-19 vac ci na tion fol low ing a vi ral video of a health
worker bungling the im mu niza tion process.
“We guar an tee that such in ci dent will not hap pen here in Que zon City,” she said.
In the video, a vac cine re cip i ent did not get the jab after the health worker failed to press the plunger that will push the
con tents of the sy ringe.
Bel monte ad vised residents to take videos of their vac ci na tion to en sure that they re ceive the vac cine prop erly.
City health depart ment head Esper anza Arias or dered vac ci na tors to show the sy ringe to the re cip i ents be fore and after the
in oc u la tion.
“This is for their peace of mind,” Arias said.
Arias as sured residents that the city’s vac ci na tors and vol un teer health work ers work in shifts to avoid ex haus tion.
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