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PARIS/BEI JING: Sci en tists have used CRISPR gene-edit ing tech nol ogy to suc cess fully
block the trans mis sion of the Sars-cov-2 virus in in fected hu man cells, ac cord ing to re -
search re leased on Tues day that could pave the way for Covid-19 treat ment.
Writ ing in the jour nal Na ture Com mu ni ca tions, re searchers in Aus tralia said the tool was
e� ec tive against vi ral trans mis sions in lab o ra tory tests, adding that they were hope ing to
be gin an i mal tri als soon.
CRISPR, which al lows sci en tists to al ter DNA se quences and mod ify gene func tion, has al -
ready shown prom ise in elim i nat ing the ge netic cod ing that drives the devel op ment of
can cer among chil dren.
The team in Tues day’s study used an en zyme, CRISPR-CAS13B, that binds to rel e vant RNA
se quences on the coro n avirus and de grades the genome it needs to repli cate in side hu man
cells. Lead au thor Sharon Lewin from Aus tralia’s Peter Doherty In sti tute for In fec tion and
Im mu nity said the team de signed the CRISPR tool to recog nise Sars-cov-2. “Once the
virus is recog nised, the CRISPR en zyme is ac ti vated and chops up the virus,” she said.
Face recog ni tion tech �ghts Covid in China
Fa cial recog ni tion tech linked to per sonal health codes has been rolled out in the Chi nese
city of Ruili bor der ing Myan mar as author i ties seek to squash a Covid-19 out break.
This is the �rst pub licly re ported in stance in China of fa cial recog ni tion be ing used to track
a per son’s move ments and health sta tus as they en ter and exit res i den tial ar eas, su per -
mar kets, trans port hubs and other pub lic places.
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