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The Que zon City Po lice District (QCPD) has de nied the re quest of Bagong Alyansang Mak -
abayan to hold a protest along Com mon wealth Av enue dur ing the � nal State of the Na tion
Ad dress (SONA) of Pres i dent Duterte on July 26.
Elmo San Diego, who heads the city’s depart ment of pub lic or der and safety, said the re -
quest for a rally per mit was de nied due to the threat posed by the more in fec tious Delta
vari ant of COVID-19.
The city gov ern ment had en dorsed the group’s ap pli ca tion to the QCPD for de ci sion.
Last year, city hall de nied re quests for rally per mits fol low ing an ad vi sory from the
Depart ment of the In te rior and Lo cal Gov ern ment, which re stricted mass gath er ings due
to the pan demic.
Pro test ers dur ing last year’s SONA in stead gath ered in free dom parks such as the Li wasang
Dio kno in front of the Com mis sion on Hu man Rights o� ce along Com mon wealth Av enue.
Un der the law, demon stra tions and meet ings may be held at any time in free dom parks
with out per mits from lo cal gov ern ments.
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