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MANILA—SE NIOR cit i zens of Que zon City’s Dis trict 2 were pri or i tized for the sin gle-dose John son &
John son vac cines in a spe cial roll out on a rainy day last Wed nes day.
From among the city’s six dis tricts, Dis trict 2 is the most densely pop u lated with 738,000 res i dents—
out of nearly 3 mil lion—ac cord ing to the data of the Philip pine Sta tis tics Au thor ity (PSA).
A re port of the Que zon City Epi demi ol ogy and Disease Sur veil lance Unit (CESU) re ported that Dis trict
2 has 13,834 out of the 106,137 to tal cases in the city as of July 26.
Task Force Vax to Nor mal co-chair Jo se phjui co said they re ceived 19,000 doses of the Janssen-made
jabs.
“These one-dose vac cines will im me di ately pro vide pro tec tion to a num ber of se nior cit i zens. The
sin gle dose vac cine means they will be fully pro tected right away and will greatly in crease the to tal
num ber of se nior cit i zens who are safe in Que zon City,” Juico said in a state ment.
Mayor Joy Bel monte said se nior cit i zens must be pri or i tized be cause of the higher num bers of Covid-
19 pa tients in the dis trict and the threat of the more in fec tious Delta vari ant.
“Dis trict 2 has the most num ber of un der priv i leged com mu ni ties, which makes them the most vul -
ner a ble to the trans mis sion of the virus and the least able to a� ord hospi tal care. The de ci sion to fo cus
this vac cine sup ply on Dis trict 2 is based on sound ev i dence, in clud ing the num ber of cases per hun -
dred thou sand, the num ber of deaths, and other fac tors like min i mal health-seek ing be hav ior, a� ect -
ing the se nior cit i zens in the area,” Bel monte said in a state ment.
CESU head Dr. Rolly Cruz said the num ber of Covid-19 cases in Dis trict 2 in creased by 21 per cent over
the past 14-day pe riod.
“Con sid er ing the pop u la tion and the cur rent case count in Dis trict 2, virus trans mis sion is highly
prob a ble es pe cially with the threat of the Delta vari ant,” Cruz said.
Cruz said even a sin gle case may lead to mul ti ple cases be cause Dis trict 2 is home to sev eral vul ner a ble
in di vid u als.
More over, Cruz ad mit ted that quar an tine pro to cols are di�  cult to im ple ment as houses are clus tered.
“Dis trict 2 has the high est case fa tal ity rate among all the dis tricts in the city. Out of the 217 in di vid u -
als who have died in the dis trict, 113 or 52 per cent of deaths are aged 60 and above,” Cruz added.
From July 13 to 26, the at tack rates per 10,000 in di vid u als in the two barangays in Dis trict 2 con tinue
to in crease from the pre vi ous week, with Batasan Hills ris ing to 3.43 from 3.08 and Bagong Si lan gan
from 1.51 to 2.12.
The other three recorded de clines: Com mon wealth, from 1.81 to 1.33; Pay atas, from 1.55 to 1.34; and
Holy Spirit from 2.5 to 1.84.
The Que zon City gov ern ment is tar get ing to vac ci nate a to tal of 300,000 se nior cit i zens.
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