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The Que zon City gov ern ment has launched a free and ex panded test ing pro gram for work ers in front -
line and es sen tial agen cies, o� ces and busi nesses as part of its e� orts to con tain the spread of
COVID-19 in work places.
“We want to make sure that our front lin ers and es sen tial work ers are safe in their respective places of
work. We have to be proac tive to con tain any up surge of cases, and one way to do that is to o� er them
free swab test ing on a reg u lar ba sis re gard less of whether they are ex hibit ing symp toms or not,”
Mayor Joy Bel monte said.
“Through wide spread test ing, we’re also as sured that they are not car ri ers of the virus and won’t be
pos ing health risks to their fam i lies and the com mu nity at large,” she added.
The City Epi demi ol ogy and Sur veil lance Unit (CESU) started con duct ing tests in work places un der the
lo cal gov ern ment’s I.W.A.S. (In dus try-Wide Ac tive Sur veil lance) sa COVID-19 pro gram.
The pro gram cov ers fac to ries, call cen ters, wet and dry mar kets, pri vate com pa nies, pro ject-based
work ers and gov ern ment agen cies.
“As of July 28, we have al ready tested thou sands of in di vid u als in 29 agen cies and busi nesses. We test
ex ten sively in one work place per day. To date, a to tal of 4,932 in di vid u als have been tested via RT-
PCR, of which 4,538 tested neg a tive and 199 turned out pos i tive,” CESU chief Rolando Cruz said.
All pos i tive cases were im me di ately brought to the city’s HOPE quar an tine fa cil i ties for iso la tion and
treat ment.
“There was an instance when the city is sued a tem po rary clo sure or der of a busi ness where a sig ni�  -
cant num ber of em ploy ees tested pos i tive. Ac tive case �nd ing is our way of con tain ing the virus
faster,” Cruz said.
The city gov ern ment also reg u larly con ducts rou tine swab bing of front line lo cal gov ern ment work ers,
in clud ing mem bers of the Que zon City Po lice Dis trict. Last week, 82 po lice o�  cers as signed at the
QCPD Sta tion 3 tested pos i tive for COVID-19.
Ac cord ing to the city gov ern ment, 33 pos i tive cases were also de tected fol low ing rou tine tests con -
ducted among per son nel from the QCPD Sta tions 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.
Some of the re main ing po lice sta tions are sched uled for swab test ing in the com ing week.
Man agers or ad min is tra tors of front line agen cies or busi nesses may co or di nate with CESU to sched ule
their free test ing.
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