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There should be food se cu rity ac tion plans at the lo cal level to en sure that peo ple are pre -
pared for fu ture crises, Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte said yes ter day.

Dur ing a high-level dis cus sion on poli cies and strate gies for COVID-19 re cov ery or ga nized
by the United Na tions (UN) Philip pines, Bel monte said last year’s lock down was a trau -
matic ex pe ri ence for Metro Manila’s largest city.
Lo cal gov ern ment units (LGUs) had to im me di ately pro vide re lief aid, through food and
cash, to res i dents af ter the im po si tion of the �rst round of en hanced com mu nity quar an -
tine (ECQ) in Metro Manila.
“It strained our re sources. It should have been planned bet ter and we de pended too much
on the na tional gov ern ment then,” Bel monte said.
She noted that Que zon City de cided to “be more self-re liant and one of the things we did
was to es tab lish ur ban gar dens and farms. We now have 166 in Que zon City, which are a
source of nu tri tion for many of our un der priv i leged fam i lies.”
While LGUs have learned to be more e�  cient since the pan demic, Bel monte said they still
need more ca pac ity build ing from the UN and other in ter na tional or ga ni za tions.
She em pha sized that a lo cal food se cu rity ac tion plan will not just be about COVID-19 but
for cli mate change dis rup tions that would hap pen in the coun try.
“Food se cu rity is cen tral, but I don’t think any city has a lo cal food se cu rity ac tion plan,”
Bel monte said.
She added that Que zon City poured more of its bud get re sources this year into so cial pro -
tec tion and so cial wel fare in stead of in fra struc ture and other big-ticket projects.
“With a plan like that, we will know how to bud get prop erly and what pro grams and poli -
cies need to be en acted given other cer tain dis rup tions in the coun try,” Bel monte said.
Kati Tan ni nen, UN Food and Agri cul ture Or ga ni za tion rep re sen ta tive, echoed the same
sen ti ment, say ing it is im por tant to bring in an an tic i pa tion el e ment in the plans.
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Tan ni nen said the pan demic has re sulted in in put sup ply and la bor mo bil ity di�  cul ties,
cash �ow con straints that re duced con nec tiv ity to mar kets, lo gis ti cal bot tle necks and food
losses, among oth ers.
Mov ing for ward, UN Philip pines said the cri sis has high lighted the need for cur rent food
sys tems to trans form in or der to thrive, with stand and re cover from po ten tially worse fu -
ture disas ters and emer gen cies. “This can be done by rec og niz ing the im por tance of
small holder farm ers as pro duc ers and sup port ing them dur ing emer gen cies to al low their
re cov ery in food pro duc tion,” Tan ni nen said.
The UN also noted the need to cre ate shorter food value chains and dis persed agri food dis -
tri bu tion sys tems, de velop ur ban food space, en sure multi-haz ard and in ter op er a ble mon -
i tor ing and early warn ing sys tems, and come up with co he sive in tra-gov ern men tal mech -
a nisms to pre pare for food sys tems dis rup tions.
It also rec om mended re forms for more e� ec tive food sup ply chain man age ment, in clu sive
ca pac i ty build ing for dig i tal and tech no log i cal in no va tions, and so cial pro tec tion and safety
nets for food sys tems ac tors, among oth ers.


