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Un like the symp toms of the orig i nal COVID-19, the man i fes ta tions of the Delta vari ant are sim i lar to
al ler gies, an ex pert from the World Health Or ga ni za tion (WHO) said Mon day night.
WHO dig i tal health ex pert and Takeda med i cal direc tor Melvin San i cas said symp toms of Delta vari -
ant are “di� er ent from that of SARS-CoV-2,” the virus that causes COVID-19.
“There has been a shift in symp toms. At the mo ment, we see that Delta vari ant has more al ler gic
symp toms like sneez ing and runny nose,” he said dur ing a fo rum or ga nized by PhilSTAR and
PhilSTAR Life.
Aside from this, Delta vari ant pa tients usu ally do not ex pe ri ence loss of smell and taste, which are
the most in dica tive symp toms of the orig i nal COVID-19.
“We are not en tirely sure if this is be cause of Delta vari ant or con comi tant like, for in stance, they
have fever. Not sure but we are see ing this trend that
there are al ler gic symp toms,” San i cas added.
Like wise, Depart ment of Health (DOH)-Tech ni cal Ad vi sory Group mem ber Anna Liza OngLim in -
sisted that se nior cit i zens and those with co mor bidi ties should be the pri or i ties for COVID-19 vac ci -
na tion.
Rapid in crease
Some lo cal gov ern ment units (LGUs) in the Na tional Cap i tal Re gion, Cavite, La guna, Bu la can, Pam -
panga and Bukid non have recorded a rapid in crease in new COVID-19 cases over the past week, ac -
cord ing to the OCTA Re search Group.
Cit ing data from the DOH, OCTA said NCR recorded an av er age of 2,189 new cases per day from Aug. 3
to 9, up 41 per cent from the 1,553 daily new cases in the pre ced ing week.
The emer gency �eld hos pi tals (EFHs) of the Philip pine Red Cross at the Na tional Kid ney and Trans -
plant In sti tute (NKTI) and the Lung Cen ter of the Philip pines (LCP) are near ing full ca pac ity due to
the surge of COVID-19 cases, ac cord ing to PRC chair man Sen. Richard Gor don.
But Gor don as sured the pub lic that PRC “will be ramp ing up its EFH op er a tion and plans of ex tend ing
it are in the works” and or dered the de ploy ment of 100-bed EFH at LCP and 20-bed ca pac ity at NKTI.
The �eld hos pi tal is equipped with med i cal equip ment such as oxy gen tanks, ECG machine, PPV and
in tu ba tion set, au to mated ex ter nal de �b ril la tor and other ba sic ward fa cil i ties to serve mild to mod -
er ate cases. To en sure proper ven ti la tion, there are air-con di tion ing units.
Mean while, Depart ment of Pub lic Works and High ways (DPWH) Sec re tary Mark Vil lar in spected the
newly built o� site hos pi tal at the LCP com pound.
“I am grate ful and thank ful for all those in volved who helped this much-needed hos pi tal fa cil ity
com pleted,” Vil lar said.
For her part, Vice Pres i dent Leni Ro bredo yes ter day said gov ern ment must fur ther “re cal i brate its
e� orts” to ad dress the pan demic amid the more in fec tious Delta vari ant.
“We re ally need to re cal i brate our e� orts now be cause the Delta vari ant is a game-changer. With the
new in for ma tion about the Delta vari ant, it seems that the pre vi ous rec om men da tions no longer ap -
ply. So there’s re ally a need to re cal i brate,” Ro bredo told CNN Philip pines. – With Janvic Ma teo, Neil
Jayson Ser val los, Jose Rodel Clapano
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